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To the Honoured 4. A: 


MEMBER 


Of the Honourable 


HOUSE f COMMONS. 


SIR, 
W'. E N we parted at the Eleion, you deſired 


me to give you the Tudgment of the | Foreign 

Proteſtants about the Church of England, 

_ as to the Rites and Offices, 
of which the Author of the Letter to the Convocation 
tells us, p. 23. That if the Convocation do notalkter 
them, moſt certainly the Parliamene will. . The 
talk, of Change, you know, © breeds a Ferment in t 
Nation, and be ſure the diſcontented will make their 
advantage of it 5 but if the Nation finds the Parlia- 
ment as fleddy as the Convocation, the Heats will 
ſoon be over, and the Kingdom" return to her Settle- 
ment and Peace. Nolumns leges Angliz mutare, was . 
an Anſwer firſt in Parliament, and that in oppoſition to 
ſome Eccleſtaſticks, who would have introduced ſeveral 
Foreign Rite: and Guſtoms, into the room of —_— 

A 2 


. Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
and approved Conſtitutions, "quz huc uſq; uſitate 
ſagt ac approbatz. 

, Optatys Milev. L.'3. p..7 5. tells us of his time, That 
there had been a Report ſpread by ſome that came 
from the Emperor, that Alterations ſhould be made 
in the Liturgy, which ſtartled. the People 3 bur 
when they faw their Solemn Cuſtoms and wonted 
Rites vbſerved, and that nothing -was changed, 
added, or diminiſh'd in their Divine Service, they 
were quieted again. = 

Thoſe Governments have been obſerved ts continue 
longeſt that have been moſt ſteddy in their Laws, and 
"the Jews who were immediately governed by God, had 
their very Rites and Ceremonies unaltered for almoſt 
20Co Tears, their great Law-giver foreſeeing, that every 
conſiderable Alteration in an eſtabliſh'd Religion, or 
- evew its Rites and Modes, would put the State into 
Conmmlſions, and indanger a Revolution. 

As to our preſent Conjun@dure, it was a great over- 

feeht in thoſe that carryed on the Deſign of a Comprehen- 
+" flor, to : begin with a Tolerationz, and its unreaſonable 
to think that the Diſſenters will unite with Us, ſo long 
as. their Separation is allowed. Nothing that you can 
do, will promote their Onion with Os, but that which 
makes it their Intereſt, and that can be only done by 
Rewards and” Puniſhments 5, and therefore the taking off 
the Saniions of the Laws, and making the Separation 
eaſie, was beginning at the wrong end, and a certain 
way to make a Comprehenſion ineffeFual. 

But ſince the Onion propoſed is not confined to our 
Nation, but extended.-to all the Proteſtants in the World, 
that are now' united in their Intereſts ; I have here, 

according 


Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
according to your Deſires, gieen you "a true account 
the great eſteem and weneration they all have for the 
Church of Lens and particularly for thoſe very 
Rites and = oms that are now diſputed, and what 
Offence and Scandal our Diſſenters give them, ſo that 
by an impartial Conſideration of their Opinions, you, 
and all the Nation may be ſatisfied that making of Al- 
terations in the Inſtances propoſed, will be ſo far from 
. promoting a cloſer Union with the Foreign Proteſtants, 
(who have always eſteemed Qs, as the very Center of 
Linion,) that its the moſt certain way to hinder it. 

For what concerns the late Convocation, .1 ſhall re- 
fer you to an excellent Paper, Entituled, Remarks 
from the Country upon the Two Letters relating to 
the Convocation and Alterations in the Liturgy, 


SIR, 
I am Your moſt 


Humble Servant, 


N. S. 


THE 


WAN TENTS 


HE Diſſenters from the Church of England con- 
ſtantly ap = to the Foreigu Proteſtant Churches, as 
Perſons of 0 F their Opinions. p. 2 
2. Some Inconſiderate or Deſigning Perſons of the Church 
.of England haye-joyned with them in this Appeal and Com- 
plaint. \ P+ 3» 44 5+ 
3. This Opinion Con In general. p. 6,7. 
4. The Opinions of Bez4, Spanbeim, Diodate, Caſaubon, Bo- 
chart, Dumoulin, 8c, concerning the Church of England 
Eſtabliſhed. p. 8,9,10,11,12, 
5. The Opinion that the Foreign Reformed Divines have of 
our Diſſenters, particularly the Opinion of Calvin, Bezg, 
Gualter, Caſaubon, Bochart, Capellus, 8c. fp: 12, 13,14, 
6. Theſe General Opinions applyed to the Matrers propoſed 
to be Altered by the Authors of the Lerrers to the Con- 
vocation, and in behalf of the Bill of Union, and the O- 
pinion. of the Foreign Proteſt ants, is ſhewed as to Reading the 
Apocryphal Books in the Church, p. 14,15,16,17,19,20,21. 


7, As to the Rules for finding Eafter. p-22,23,24,25, 
8. As to the Names of ſome old Saints and Biſhops i in the 
Kalendar. 25, 26, 


P- 
9. As to the Reading the old Verſion of the Pſalms. p.26. 


27,28, 29, 30, 31. 
10. As to the retaining the Athanaſian Creed, P+ 32,33» 
11, As to the Croſs in Baptiſm, P. 34» 


x 12, As 


—_ 


The Contents. 


12. As to Godfathers in Baptiſm. P- 35, 36: 
13, As to at the Sacrament. _ P: 37, 38. 
14- As to Excommunication for Contempt; p41, 

4748, 49, 59,51, 52. 
16. As to Set Forms of Prayers, P: 53, 54+ 


17. As to Eſtabliſhed Rites and Ceremonies, &s, p.55,56,57. 
th, One Word t6 tit Diftnrers. p. $8. 59. 


. 


ERRATA 


———4——— I, TP IR ot 


P': 


ERRATA. £ 


Age 6. 1. 24. Humphred read Humphbrys, p. 17. 1. 27: 
Populare read Populari, p. 20. 1. 2. Polyglot Latin, read 


Eat Bible, p. 22. 1. 35. Yenral read Yernal, p. 26.1. 18, 


"Ine read Criſpine, p. 31, l. 24. perpagato read propagato, 
I: 34. pretented read pretenſed. 


YE” i. nn 
JUDGMENT-- 
0) & 1 OI 
Foreign Reformed Churches 
CONCERNING THE 
RITES and OFFICES 


Church of England. 


HERE have been Three Reaſons much ur- 
ged of .late for. making, Alterations\.ia the 
Rites and Offices of the Church, of Exgland 
at this Jundtare ; the 1/ relates to our ſelves, 
| the 24 to Diſſenters, and the 3d to Foreign 
Churches. To the 1/ it hath been anſwered, that we do 
_o need Alterations 9 Fs Fr ng! = not Wo 
them z and the 3d is-the Subject -of this Diſcourſe, , An 

though the Learned. Books, of Punch Confer, Ealkner and 0+ 


, thers, 


| ( 2.) | 
thers, might have rendered ſuch a deſign needleſs, yet ſo- 


_ on to amuſe the Nation with old -Fiftians and Stories, we 
muſt not ceaſe to repeat old truths and plain matter of fat 
to confute them, not doubting but that as truth is great, 
ſo it will prevail, X 


Party t$ of their Harmony: and [Agreement with the 
Foreign Reformed Churches, in thoſe things wherein they 
differ from us, and frequently inſinuatse. to their Followers, 
that the Proteſtants abroad were much offended with the 
Rites and Offices of the Church of England. Thus their 
eat. Founder, T. C, in bis.Preface 'to the Admonition. Omnt 
the -Realrs they hitve alt rhe beſt Reformed Churches in Chri- 
ſtendom againſt them ; i. e. The Presbyterians againſt the 
Church of England, In his Adwonition,he frequently appeals 
. to the beſt Reformed Churches,” and particularly p. 286. 
Our Ordination jap ange from the uſe of all well re- 
formed Chitches in "the World. | irs the Solemn League and 
Covenant, they all Swore , To endeavour the Reformation of 
Religion, according to the Example of the beſt Reformed Churches, 
Ordinance of Parliament "Gor taking away the Common- 
Prayer, Far. 3d, 1644. ——— Reſolving to Reform Religion ac- ' 
cordimg to the'E "FF. the beſt "Reformed Churches, Preface 
refoty;; The Ittwgy of theChurch of England bath 
is Yo' the Reformed Churches 'abroad.———That 

we may anſwer the expetation of other reformed Churches, 
The Presbyterians aſſembled at the Savoy in the Year 1660, 


declare, That in the are things that have given offence to 
Nd Sutin Mikes of rhe Reformed Chat In 
eitir Petition for Peace, p. g. Ard 5f you ſhould rejet# { which 
God forbill) the moderare Propoſals which now and formerly we 
have mitde, we | ion, what judgment all the 


It hath SY the conſtang- pratice of the Presbyterian 


to your 
Proteſtam C lurches are likgly t0 paſs on your Proceedings, And 
up. to, Fe xm Es The Fs 
| x whaſe 'Chriftizn World ,'8 Wd oy 
| mn. 


es, 10 


ffors of rhe moſt” Reform 


'# - 

their ſide, and' that the Foreign Churches admire. at the 
ſtiffneſs of the Church of England, by which contrivance 
though never fo falſe, they the heats and damonrs of 
the ignorant and unthinking part of the Nation againſt the 
Church of Englahd, And ſtill they go on to clamour a- 
gainſt us without any proof, though they have been ſo 
often urged to it 3 and I here chalknge them all: to-pro- 
duce any . one Authentick  A&, of «oy National Re- 
formed Church in the World, which hath at the leaft Re- 
flected upon, or Cenfſured the Eſtabliſhed Church af Eng- 
land. 


And yet all this, however vile and bafe,- is no:more than 
we' might juſtly have expected from the Profeſied Enemies 
of our Peace and Eſtabliſhment 3 bnt that which raiſed 
the admiration and- aſtoniſhment of all Sober Men, was 
to ſee the Profeſſed Sons of the Church of England, Men 
of Rank and Dignity , embark'd in the ſame' of 
miſtake and error , and purking the ſame thidepys outcries 
againſt us; a miſtake they could. not rug into, bnt far 
want of good Books or goed -Company, which wauld.bave 
informed them better , and too much confining their Stu- . 
dies and their Converſations to that ill ſort of Men. So 
that now-our Church may juſtly take np the complaint.of 
David, Pſalm 55. 12, 14, 15. It 5s not an open Encmy that 
hath done me this diſhonour, for then I could have born it ovow—e 
but it was even thou my Companion , my Guide , and: mine owe 
Familiar Friend : We took, ſweet Counſel together, and walked iu 
the Houſe of God as Friends. | 

Of this ſort is the Diſconrſe concerning the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Commiſſion, p. 24, The Eyes of all the;Warld be open npor 
ns, all the Reformed Churches are in expeBtation of ſakor 
to be done which makes for Union. and Peace, And a Letter to 
4 Member of Parliament:in favour of the Bill for a Pro- 
teſtant Union, p. 5 ; For-them that have not Egiſcapal Orders, 
there will be ſuch a proviſion made, as will fati the Mini 


ſters of the Foreign Proteſtant ' Churghes, Again p.'6. And far 
| B 2 French 


A 


mw 4. 7 
"French 4n4-German; | and other Foreign Chriſtians of the Re: 
- formed Religion, 1 am- well  affure#'by Litter "ſent" from Hol- 
-land;rGeneva y Switzerlatid, and other Plies (not to ſpeak, of 
"tbe Churches of the Lutheran Communion which write the ſame) 
that they eſteem the Conditions propoſed in thjs Bill, (which hath 
been communicated to them) as Terms fit for uniting of Prote- 
'Fams,' Where by the way, I cannot but admire at the 
- pa ary diligence' of this Perſons Correſpondence ; the 
ing bad" not 4ccopeeg of the Government till February , 
after this the Convention is declared a Parliament ; and 
then after ſome more neceſſary things for ſetling the Go- 
vernment, a project is ſet on work for a Bill of Union, and 
yet he had ſent a Copy of the Contents of it to Germany, 
Holland,” Geneva, Switzertand, &c, 3d received their ſeveral 
- Approbations of 4t ini March, for 'that Paper is Licenſed A4- 
prit 1ff, - And yet it's more ſtrange, that eyen the, Churches 
of the Lutheran Communion ſhovld approve the conditions of 
that Bill of Union :'It was not long before, that an cx- 
.cellent Author of- undoubted credit; gave us an authentick 
account of a'Letter from ſeveral Miniſters in Germany , 
That the greateſt part of the Proteſtants of Europe have been 
_extreamly ſcandalized at our Diſſenters,—_—That the Diſſenters 
ought by nd means to have ſeparated themſelves for the form of 
Eccleſiaſtical Government , nor for Ceremonies 5 =— That the » 


ter would . it be for | the Diſſenters to re-unite themſelves to the 
Biſhops, with whom they differ only in ſome Points of Diſcipline ? 
And now quite contrary , all the Reformed Churches ex- 
pet-that 'we ſhould comply , and unite with the Diſſen- 
'7 But without'ctofling the Seas, we may make a fair gueſs 
at 'the incredibility of all this Foreign Account, by the 
very next Pretence, which gives as ſtrange an Acccount of 
onr. ſ{clyes at Home. 1 am not ſingular in this,. for amongſt 
'aH "thoſe who, have appeared"in the" Churches” cauſe”, as yarn 
IT gain 


R 
- 


ah, 

(SIP: 1 

ainft Diſſemers as Papiits ; I do not knoiy - ont fogle Pebſon 
gan, => a well-wiſher to this ' Bill, and _T (believe hey 
rell you ſo, The dire& contrary - being [manifeſtly true 
not only in ſeveral of the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners 
who were call'd together to conſult of that matter, but 
alſo in the far greater part of the whole Convocation. 
And if that Author be miſtaken in the Ape he lives in, 
we have great hopes to: think he is-as mnch miſtaken in 
the Ages paſt, for ſo it follows, Arch-Biſhop- Uſher,” Biſhop 
Sanderſon, Dr. Hammond, and a long Order of other moſt + 
Worthy Men of the laſt Age, whoſe Memory is moſt precious 
in our Church, bad they been now alive, would with all Zeal 
have promoted this Bill of Union, Which very Paragraph 
is the reverſe of one of Mr. Baxters, in his Anſwer to Dr. 
Stilling fleet —— I am paſt doubt that Richard Hooker, "Biſhop 
Bilſon, Biſhop Uſher, and ſuch others, were they now: alive, 
would be Nonconformiſts, yea, I can prove it, &c, and- "if ſo, 
they would not be for-the Bill of Union, which: hath been 
generally oppoſed by the Nonconformiſts. The Preface to 
the Direftory runs in the ſame Style. ' 'We have no inten- 
tion to diſparage our firſt Reformers, of whom 'we are per- 
ſwaded, that were they now alive, they would" jom with. us in 
this Work, ; 


And thus 'its evident that theſe Sons of Comprehenſion 
joyn with the Diſſenters, to cry it up, that all the World 
is on their ſide, and clamour againlt all that oppoſe them, 
as the Theſſalonians did againſt the . Apoſtles, A. 17. 6. 
Theſe Men would turn the World up-fide down, whenas. 
their deſpiſing of us, and magnifying of the Foreign 
Churches, is like that which OEcolampadins tells us in his 
Epiſtles, p. 177. Aliis OEcolampadius, «bis Zuinglius ſorde- 
bat, atqui nos amici ſumus & fuimus ſemper, &' nemo grati- 
ficatur nobis qui propter nos diſſidium ſeminat ,, 1, e, . Some 
deſpiſe OEcolampadius, and-ſome Zuinglius, but we are, and 
always were Friends, nor doth any one pleaſe us that ſowes Diſ- . 
cord upon our Accounts. - | 


Let 


06) 
| ne Foreign —nggally EE Opn om * 
Z Di | what n they” have © 
this ſtiff, vile, ſinful Church'of England, 

_ As the Reformation in general conſiſts of Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, ſo I find that agreement þetwixt them in the 
moſt material Things ; as that Calvin himſelf ſubſcribed 
the Lutheran Confeſſion of Au5burgh, and a whole Synod 
of his Diſciples at Cherenton in France, in the Year 1631, 
declared, That there was no {delatry nor Superſtition in the 
Intheran Churches, and therefore the Members of their Churches 
might be received into Communion with them, without renoun- 
cing their Opinions or their Prattices ; ſo that, tho Papiſts 
and indifcreet Fanaticks have endeavour'd to ſet theſe 
two great parts of the Reformation as far aſunder as 
poſlible z, yet the more ſober Proteſtants have thought them 

reconcilable, and always endeavour'd it. Now the 

Church of England hath been Eſtabliſh'd in a middle way, 
betwixt both extreams, and laid aſide thoſe things which 
on either hand gave the greateſt Offence ; by which means 
our Eſtabliſh'd Church hath been look*d upon by mode- 
rate Mea, as the very Center of Union and ' Harmony . of 
all the Proteſtant Churches in the World. For this very 
reaſon when Calvin offer*d his Aſſittance to Arch-Biſhop 
Cranmer, he was refuſed by him. The Famous Dr. Hum- 
frede, who was one of thoſe Learned Men that fled abroad 
in Queen Maries Reign, in his Prax. Cir. Rom, p. 70. tells 
us, . Nos non ſumus Calviniani, nec Reformationem noſtram 
 Calviniſmum dicimus, We are not Calviniſts in England, nor 
do we call our Reformation Calviniſm; and yet this was the 
Religion eſtabliſh*d by Queen Elizabeth, when that great 
| Man wrote ; and Sir Edwin Sandys who had made a dili- 
gent ſurvey of. all the Religions in Exrope, faith expreſly, 
P- 214- That no Luther, -no Calvin was the Square of our 
Faith. Now: for oor Church thus happily eſtabliſh'd, to 
alter to either extream, is ſo far from promoting the 
Union-of the Reformed Churches, that its the moſt likely 
way to hinder it. 


If 


E*4 | 
- Tf we look upon the Lutheran Churches, they have cither- 
Biſhops ; as Denmark, Norway and Swe or elſe Su- © 
perintendants, (which is another Name for Biſhops.) who 
have-power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, as our Bi- 
ſhops in England. They have all fer Liturgies and Forms of  - _ 
Prayer, they obſerve Holy-days and ſet-Falts, have og $:55a4- 4, 
Hymas and Anthems; they wear Surplices z uſe the Cxoſgiome cpa rin, JL 
in Bagraiit 3 receive the Communion kneeling, and- make 
\ uſe of all thoſe Rites which have been objected againſt the 
Church of Englard ; ſo that to alter theſe, muſt needs - 
give Offence to all thoſe Churches, and fet ys at a greater 
diſtance from them. And as theſe Alterations propoſed, 
can never tend to an Union. among Proteſtants, ſo they 
muſt needs look ill at this time, when not only all theſe 
Churches are united to us in one common Alliance for 
the defence of our Religion, but alſo the very next Branch 
of our Royal Family is ſo nearly related to them. 

As for ſuch as propoſe our Union with the reformed 
Churches of Fraxce, Geneva and Holland, let them conſider 
that the firſt of theſe is not, and ſo we haye now leſs - 
reaſon than formerly ; the ſecond is only a particular City, 
( for the Swiſs are generally Lutherans, ) and its a very 
unreaſonable Project of Union, to have three Kingdoms 
alter their Religion for colfornniey with one City ; when 
at the ſame time they fer themſelyes at a- greater Vari- 
ance with ſo many Kingdoms of the Reformed Religion, 
As for Holland, its, well known that they allow of all ſorts of 
Religions, and its impoſſible that any ſetled Uniformity 
amongſt our ſelves can ever bring us to an: Union to ſuch 
a mixture and variety. The Chriſtian igion was firſt 
planted among them by an Engliſh Biſhop, and our Reforma- 
tion was fix'd and ſetled here before theirs began. , 


But becauſe the Diſſenters boaſt that the Reformed 
Chutches of France, and Holland, and Geneve, were al- 
ways on their ſide, and joyn'd with them in their abbor- 
rence of the Church of England; 1 will next conſider what 
Opinion the Learned Men, even of thoſe Churches, have =_ 


(8) 


b " of . ours. ,Fi for Geneva, And for his Learning and 
| Emineticy, 1 egin with the. Famous "Ma 
. © 1.” Beza, Who in his Letter to Arch-Biſhop Whitgift 
hath theſe Words, The Engliſh Church is the Harbour of all 
the Godly, and the *Preſerver of all other Reformed Churches. 
R IQ 2. Spanheim, Profeſſor there, in his Epiſtle to Arch-Biſhop 
WW Leaky her and others. . 1 oftet! cal! to mind thoſe Fortunate Iſles 
Pu uang: parks; / JOUr 5 nn That Beauteous Face of your haxch That 
Reverence-in the Publick, Worſhip of God ———— The Church of 
Geneva hath a great affettion td the Britiſh Churches, whoſe 
Biſhops we admire ;, for whoſe Proſperity we daily Pray, that 
your Church may continie_to praiſe God as it doth ; that the 
Biſhops may continue in their Authority, and your Church in 
Peace, &c. and this was Written 4. D, 1638, Then for 
his Succeſſor | ; 
3. John Dijodate, Profeſſor at Geneva, in his Anſwer to 
the Aſſembly of - Divines at Weſtminſter, when they had 
deſired his Opinion - about their Proceedings. England (in 
the time of its Epiſcopacy) was the very Eye and Excellency 
of all Churches, Chriſts own' choice and peculiar ———— What 
a ſad Spebtacle is it to ſee that Church trodden under Feet 
An horrid thing (that you have done) and never be- 
fore heard of amongſt the Reformed Churches We are 
ftruck, with Horrour at the change of the glorious Face of that 
Church ; may God reſtore your Churches to that bigh Eſtate, 
and pitch of Holineſs and Glory in which they have hitherto 
exceld and out-ſhin'd all the Churches. upon the Earth. And 
- this is the eſteem Geneva had for the Epiſcopal Church of 
England, and certainly we- ought not to alter the beſt 
Church in the World, to comply with that, which by 
$heir Confeflion is not ſo good. 

In the aext place let us ſee the, French Divines, I will 
begin 1. with Caſaubon, in his Epiſfle to King Fames the I, 
The Church of England comes nearer the form of the flouriſhing 
Chriſtian Church of old, than - other ;, it hath taken a middle 

y betwixt thoſe Churches which are amiſs, either through ex- 
ffs def 1 If my, Fudgwone doth wor deve me, the 

moſt Jornd part of the whole Reformation is in England. 


M :.v 


_ 2. The 
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| (9). 
- 2; The learned Bochart , in* his 


_ to 
Morley, There are none, of the reformed. of France; 
, oyn with the 

as 


bares 


& a competent knowledge of the E 
; Offices, and receive the Holy Commiunion there,” which I bave © 
often my ſelf done at London-wnd as Oxtord :. This is nit only my- 
Opinion,but of all the Paſtors of "the; Reformed Religion i France. \ 
3. Peter du Moulin in the Preface to his Fathers-Anſwer to 
Perrim, The Church of England hath more of the. Primitive and 
Apoſtolick, Church-Government than any ather Church in the reſt 
of the world, The French Proteſt ants have. the: ſame: good Opi- 
nion of it, and deſire to enjoy the ſame Government, if they might: 
be ſo happy. hr: [A om 
- Nonkeur Claude in ns Letter publiſtied by Dr. Seilling- 
fleer.The Church of France hath always looked upon and conſidered 
the Church of Englang not only as a Siſter," but an elder Siſter, for 
which we have a reſpefF and veneration,” and daily pray. * 
” $5. Monſieur Le Moyne in a'Letter- publiſhed by Dr. Scil- 
ling fieet, All the Proteſt ants of France, Geneva, Switzerland, 
Germany and Holland, look, upox the Church of England as 4 
very Orthodox Church ;,—— All the Proteſtant Churches have 
always had a very great reſpet# for the Purity of the Church of 
England. And in. another Letter to Dr. Brevint, publiſhed 
by Dr. Durell, I praiſe God. for our Reformation in France ; but 
I fear not to ſay, that if we had kept Biſhops, and as many.Cere- 
monies as would ſerve to fix the Attentiqn of the People without Su- 
perſtition, we ſhould have feen for certain far greater . progreſs of 
the Reformation. To which I cannot but add what Monſieur 
Ronee a French Embaſlador in England, when he ſaw our $0- 
lemn Services and Rites, . told King James the Firſt, That: if 
the Reformed Church of Franceibad kept che ſame. Order among 
them which -we have, be was aſſured that there woild\bave beer 
many thouſands of Proteſt antsgguore than now there are., And 
this Obſervation is ſo. undoubtedly true, that it long ſince 
forc'd this Expreſſion from one of our bitter Enemies;Sanders 
de Schiſm. Avgl, p, 283. Queen Elizabeth '5n ber; Reformation 
kept wavy of #he Kites aud Mamers of ohy anc ient. Chnneh, which 
5:21 e | very 


- 
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enpach ro ronduced 0 rays wat, and Eſt ablifoment: of ber He- 
= gy that 


ta the jneſs of ſame.of the 
ys of the Goſpel. Liberty, it bad all loug 
« qgv ineo Smoke, but by ber Foluy was fbrengthned and 
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in his Letter publiſh'd by Dr Sejl- 
6 with mbat an exceeding Foy the 
fend C burches of Za would enter into Communion wk 
j, 6, the Church of- Ezgland) And in his Letter to Dure!, 
by him, p. 70, 71. 1 rejoyced very much at the eſta. 
of tbe Anglico-Gallicane Church, (5.e, the French 
Church, withthe Engliſh Common-Prayer and Rites) ba 
no known. to the World the Communion that is betwixt 

that the Reformed Churches of France have not that 
pry againſt the Diſcipline of the Church of England, which 
bey have; 1 am certain my Colleges are of the 
And again, p. 143g, My Heart did leap 
for joy he [hd yo Eiturgy $04 ancient Diſcipline | 


2 French-man alſo, p. 92. When the French Church in Londoa 
was eft abliſh*d with eb welifh Liturgy and Rites, tho Providence 
brought over many ers from d the Seas, ſome from 
Genera, ſane frm ns om Germany , ſome from 

ſome from Lithuania, ſome from Piemont, and almoſt 
from. og Reformed Churches, we have ſeen none of them, that 
made t0 aſſiſt at Divine Service, and conform 1, all of 
them received the Sacrament kneeling, &c. 

And I cannot but wonder wi what Face the Men of this 
Age preſs us to make Alterations for the ſake of other Re- 
formed . when we ſee thoſe of the Reformed Re- 
Ugion of Fravce, who are al Calvini#s, and who out of 
Zeal to God's Glory, readily ſacrificed all their Secular In- 
tereſt to their Religion, and came over to this Kingdom, 
arts ts ny jayn'd with the Church of England, in her 
Lieurgy and , received the Lords Supper on their 
Knees, had their Children Bapthed with Godfathers, and 
Sgned. with the Sign of the Croſs, &v, and all this at a 

Ber time 
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time when the Laws of this Kingdom gave .them. Liberty 
to joyn with what Communion they _ pleaſed. Which was 
ſuch an unanſwerable Argument to our Diſſeaters , God 
having as it were bronght a Nation front another Kingdom 
to convince them, that it was generally obſerved — 
out all the Kingdom, that the Diſſenters were very cold in 
their Charity towards them. | X 
If we look into the Churches of Holland, *cis true all forts 

of Religions are allowed ; but it's evident that the.great and 
Leading Men there have ever had a great Eſteem for the 
Church of England; witneſs the great Reſpect and Honour 
they had for the Engliſh Eiſhops in the. Synod of Dorr, 
when they neither had nor deſired any Repreſentatives from 

our Presbyterians : Witneſs the two Famous Yoſſius's, Fa- 
. ther and Son, who always ſpoke with all Ref; and Ho- 
nour of the Church of England, and ſo far approved of our 
Cathedral Service, as that the Father was Prebendary of 
Canterbury, the Son Prebendary of Windſor. Witneſs the 
Famous Grotius, who always admired the Church, of England 
above all the Churches in the World, and upon his Death. 
bed recommended it to his Wife, and ſuch others of his Fa- 
mily that were then about -him, obliging. them: to adhere 
firmly to it, which was readily « hw them. BiſhopBram- 
hall's Vind. of Con 2, Witneſs the two, Juniuw'yan 
many others ; bot 1 only add the preſent Famous, Liv- 
ing Inſtance, his preſent Majeſty King William , who. was 
born and always bred in that Church, and yet from his fir 
coming into Englend, hath readily and conſtantly joy 
with the Charch of England, uſed her Liturgy ped pom 
Devotion and Honour, and obſery'd all its Rites Ce- 


remonies, as Kneeling, Standing, &s. in their 
2d apes! dl] ocean bach erheret ent cleats ae 
heartily in her Praiſe and Commendations, and promiſed 


his Protection of it, and all this at ſuch times, when the 
contrary Intereſt wagnoſt prevalent, and he was daily beſct - 
with thoſe that were no Friends to the preſent Eſtabliſhment. 
All which is an nndeniable Argument how readily thoſe of 
Holland would joyn with us. 

C2 As 
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"As to'the Northern Churches, we have a great Example 
before' us in<the Prince of Denmark, . And lally, For the 
Church of Srortand, not to' mention rhe ſeveral Synods and 
Ads 6f Parliament by which Biſhops, ſet forms of Prayer, 
&c. have been eſtabliſhed amongſt them, and the ſame 
Rites as are .Mm the Church of England. Not to 'mention 
the great number amongſt them that at - this time are vi- 
gorous Aſſetters of- Epiſcapacy;, Let King Fames the Firſt 
ſpeak for all, in hisSpeech delivered in the Star-Chamber, 
An, Dom, 1616. ———T ſay in my. Conſcience, that the 
Church of England, of any Church that ever 1 read or knew 
of , preſent or paſt,. is moſt pure and neareſt the Primitive 
and AJpoftolick Church, in Dottrine 'and Diſcipline, and ts 
 forelinft folded upinthe Word of God, of 'any Church in Chri- 
PBendom,” ; "bh | | 


And having thus far ſeen the great Eſteem the Reformed 
Churches abroad haye for the Church of ' England as by 
Law. eftabliſhed, 'tet 'ns next fee what Opinion they have 
of "the 'Presbyrerjans 5+ - and other Diſſenters amongſt 


vs, , 

- 1 will 'begin with Catvis, who in his Book De Neceſ 
Ref. Eccl. ſaith, If any be found that do not reverence ſuch 
an Hierarchy,-(4. e, ſuch as we have in England) and ſubjett 
themſelves to the ſame wjth the loweſ> Obedience, I confeſs 
there” is no Anathema whereof he is not worthy. And apain, 
In a well-ſetled Chnrch,diverſities of Cuſtoms 3s not to be ſuffered. 
Next for. Beza in his Epiſtle to the Engliſh Puritans from 
Geneva, A. D. 1567. ( of his Epiſtles, p. 97.) I tremble 10 
| think, that any ſhould perform their Mimſterial Duty againſt the 
Will of. her Majefty and the Biſhops, Andiin another Epiſtle to 
Afahbiſhop 6G A; D. 1566. ſpeaking of the. ſame 
Perſons, Its in- vain for them to pretend weakneſs in a King- 
dom {- where” the-' Gofpel hath been preacÞd ſo many years, 
and been confirmed with the Blood of ſFhany Martyrs, 


4 _P Gualterus 
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- Gualterus'in his Epiſtle _— of his Homilies vpon 
the 1 Epiſtle to the Corinthians, calls thoſe moroſe and  ig-. 
orant, who for things indifferent trouble the peace of the 
Church of England, and ſeparate from her Communion, 
——— Who whilſt they endeavour to reduce the Church of Eng- 
land ro that model and form which they have fancied , diſturb 
her peace , which we heartily rejoyce to ſee reſtored among you, 
To which I will add his Words in his Letter to the Biſhop 
of Ely, A.D. 1572. 1 would never have ſent my Son into Eng- 
land, the only Son by my Wife Zninglia, (whoſe memory is dear 
to me) except 1 bad throughly perſwaded my ſelf of our conſent and 
agreement, 

Caſaubon in his Ephemerts , A” D. 16to, Nov. 1/t, in 
Monlin's Def. p. 7. hath*this Prayer, Thow, O Lord Fe- 
ſus, preſerve the Church of England, and give a ſound 
mind to the Nonconformiſts, who deride the Rites 'and Ceremonies 
of it. 

The Learned Bochart in his Epiſtle to Durel.. Thoſe who 
refuſe to communicate with the Church of England , becauſe of 
her Ceremonies are Schiſmaticks, I fuld your Liturgy very good, 
and well ordered: 

Capellus in Theſ: Salm. de Liturgia. Of [ate there aroſe 
in England , a froward, ſcrupulons , and overnice, (not to 
ſay Superſtitions ) ' Generation of Men, who not only blame, 
but Caſhire and Aboliſh the Liturgy uſed hitherto in their 
Church , for cauſes very trivial and almoſt of no mo- 
ment at all, -———o the Lord grant that they may come to a better 
mind. 

Mr. Claude in his Letter- publiſhed by Dr, S:illing fleet, 
The Difſenters holding their Aſſemblies apart , ſeparating from 
the publick, Aſſemblies, &c. is real Schiſm, odious to God and 
Man, of which the Authors and Patrons cannot avoid rendring an 
account before the Tribunal of God, - 

Mr. Le Moyne, in his Letter A.D, 1660, publiſhed by 
Durell. If ever + made their ungratefulneſs notorious they 


are the Engliſh oppoſers of Epiſcopacy. — What. hat, 
theſe troublers of Iſrael, that are & banny to Biſhops done, for 
' well\nigh Twenty Tears, that they have ruled ? Have not 

: | all 
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. all things grown worſe? ' Hereſy grown bold? —— Did ever Sa- 
ven {avg ef than , the -time that theſe Men be- 
came Maſters, —for - 4 re-nnion of all the foreign Re- 
formed Churches the King of England muſt preſerve the Bi» 
ſhops, And in his Letter publiſhed by Dr. Stilling fleet. ——— 
Whence is it that ſome Engliſh Men bave ſo ill an opwnion of the 
Church of England, and divide raſhly from ber, as they do ? Ts 
not this #0 divide from all the Ancient Churches , from all the 
Proteſt ant Churches, which bave always had a very great reſpett 
for the purity of that of England ? ——— I look, upon theſe Men 
as Diſturbers of the State and Church , and who are donbtleſly 
animated by a Spirit of Sedition ;, —— Societies compoſed of 
ſuch Perſons, would be extreamly dangerous, and could not be ſuf- 
' fered without opening the Gate to diſorder , and advancing t0- 
wards Ones OWn THING , wm t0 cantonize themſelves and make 4 
__ to bave the liberty to vent ſuch vanities, is very jll con- 


Mr. Goyon in his Letter publiſhed by Dwrell. Thoſe are 
in a Dream and dote, who have an Opinion that the Con- © 
ſcience is wounded by living under the Engliſh Liturgy ;, and they 
Wrong #s much, when they quote #s to foment 4 Schiſm ex- 
treamly ſcanaalous, 


And thus I have given the judgements of the moſt emi- 
nent Men of the Reformed Religion, of France , Holland 
and-Geneva, and ſhewed what opinion they have. of the 
Church of Exgland as by Law eſtabliſhed , and what opi- 
nion they have of the Diſſenters from it; and whoever ſe- 
riouſly conſiders theſe things, will figd no reaſon for us to 
alter our eſtabliſhment, in order to an union and comply- 
ance with the foreign Reformed. Churches. Its hard to 
meet with any one conſiderable Proteſtant Writer that 
—_ of. the Church of England , beſides the Diſſenters 

live amongſt us, and ſome: few that have been preju- 
diced by them. And ſhould we compare the Eulogies and 
Praiſes that theſe Foreiga Divines give the Church of A 
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land, with the opprobrious Language it generally receives - 
from our own own- Diſſenters, we muſt conclude that they 
and the Foreign Divines are not of the ſame- judgment, I 
will mention only the Divines of the Savoy Cank, 

P..3- where we have their Synodical Judgment in theſe 
words ; We taks the Common-Prayer to be a Defeftive, Diſor- 
derly and inconvenient mode of Worſhip, it would be a Sin to uſe 
it, &c, How ditferent is their Language from. that of the. 


Foreign Divines? 


But, leſt it be objefted that theſe are only general Ex- 
preſſions I have mentioned, and that notwithitanding all 
this, the Foreiga Churches would be glad to have theſe Al- 
terations made -which-have been propoſed; I will next con- 
ſider moſt of the things that have been inſiſted on-to be 
changed, and ſee whether the Foreign Reformed Churches 
' will be better pleaſed with-them as they now arf, or as 
thoſe that delight in change wonld have them. And be- 
cauſe the Kalendar is the firſt thing inſiſted on ro be al- 
tered, we will begin with that 5 and firſt the Reading of 
A phal Chapters in the Church, and eſpecially the Book 
of Tobi, by which (ſaith one of them, we give t00 mich 
conntenance to the Church of Rome, and ſupplant Canonical 
Scripture, &c. Now to ſee how very little reaſon is for this 
Objection, let it be obſerved, 


1. That our Church always calls theſe Books Apocry- 
phal, and thereby ſufficiently diſtinguiſheth them from the 
Canonical, and her ſelf from Popery. | 

2, In-the Fhirty Nine Articles of Religion, ſhe de-. 
clares, That ſhe reads them for example of Life and inftruttion 
of Manners, but yet doth not apply them to eſtabliſh any Do- 
frine : 


3, All onr Divines that have written upon this Subjeft, 
eſpecially and Coſins, have ſo Learnedly and utian- 
ſwerably baffled the Papiſts, that they have never thought 


good to reply to them... | 
4- Our 
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4. Our Church hath taken ſo great care in this -watter 
to avoid giving offence, that ſeveral of theſe Books are 
never Read in the Church at all, as the IMaccabees, Books 
of Eſdras, Prayer of Manaſſeb, and the famous Fifth Chap- 
ter of Tobit, about him and his Dog, which hath been lefr 
out of our Church from the beginning of King Fames the 
1/t, almoſt an 100 Years; the other Books that are ordered 
to be Read in the Church, are never read on Sundays, but 
only Week-days. 
* = Now our Church in.allowing of them ſometimes to be 

Read,doth much better agree with the Primitive Church,than - 
ſhe would if they were ſhut quite out; for 'tis certain that 
they publickly Read them. Arhanaſins, or the Author of the 
Synoplis calls them s xavorifouye s'v dvay 00% ua fs Cc. not 
received into the Canon, but read in the Church, Ruffinus 4n 
Symb. Alii bbri ſunt qui neon Canonici ſed Eccleſiaſtici a ma- 
joribus appellati ſunt, Tobit, Judeth, &c, que omnia legi qui- 
dem in Eccleſia voluerunt , non timen Profeſſi ad Authoritatem 
fidei confirmandam. i, e. There. are Books which are not Canoni- 
cal but Eccleſiaſtical, as Tobit, Judeth, &c. all which are read 
in -the Church, but not produced to confirm any Article of Faith. 
Which is exactly agreeable to the words of St, Hierom 
in his Preface to his Commentary upon Provtrbs, and 
which are quoted and approved of by our Church in the 
Thirty Nine Articles. Gregorizs 'agnus in Moral. /, 1g. 
c. 13. Art, 6, may ſpeak for the ſucceeding Ages, where 
he calls theſe Books, though not Canonical , yet publiſhed for 
the Eaification of the Church. That they were Read in the 
African Churches , appears from one of the Carthaginian 
Councils, at which St. Auſtine was preſent, 3 Carthag. Can, 
47. That they have bzen all along read in the Weſtern 
Churches, appears from 1/idore de Eccleſ. Off. - Rabanus de 
inſtit. Cler. &c. And laſtly, the Le&ionarius publiſhed by Pame- 
lizs, and which goeth under the name of St. Hierom, and 
hath been of great Uſe and Authority in the Weſtern 
Churches, gives an account of particular days, when 
particular places of the Apocryphal Beoks were appointed 
to be read in the Church. As to the Greek Church , be- 
| ; ſides 
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fides the author of the Synopſes already mention'd,Origenein his 
Epiſtle ro Africans ſaith, that rhe bitory of Suſannah was read 
iy mlgy ExxAneia, 7% yeure, in every Church of Chriſt. And again, 
iT vm T6 Tobi ai Exxandic the Churches make uſe of the book 
of Tobit. And as totheir preſent practice, beſides their drayromxy 
printed at Venice, A. D. 1596. which contains their ſeveral 
leſſons for the whole year,” and hath ſeveral taken out of the 
Apoerypha, we have the expreſs authority of one that lived 
amongſt them, Mr. Rycaut in his Hiſtory of the Greek Church, 
P. 372. In the Greek Church they receive the Apocryphal Books 
as we do in England. In the Ethjopick Churches they read 
the Athcpocryphal Books, as appears from Ludolfws's Hiſtory 
of thoſe Churches ; and laſtly, by this works of Hippolytur, 
Origen, St. Chryſoſtome, St. Hierome, Theoderet, Aſterins, Leo 
Magnus,and others,it appears that the Fathers not only wrote 
Comments upon theſe books, but frequently preach'd upon 
them, and took their Texts thence ; not to mention that 
Conradus Pellican, Druſius, and fome other Reformed Di- 
vines, have without any offence wrote comments upon them 
as upon other parts of the Bible. 

If from this general agreement of all the Chriſtian 
Churches in the World, we conſider in the laſt place the 
judgment of the Reformed Churches; we ſhall find .them 
alſo agree with us. 1. For the Lutheran Churches they ge- 
rally uſe them as we do, and Alfed in Theol, Pol. p. 287, 
gives this account of them, that they are ſacri ſecundum quid, 
& populare quadam ratione, & merito proxime a were divinis lo- 
cum obtinere poſſunt, i. e, that they are in @ ſenſe ſacred, and de- 
ſerve the next place to the Canonical Scriptures. And Chemmitins in 
examen. poſt. 1..de ſer. can. ſpeaking of the Apocryphal Books, 
faith, A fidelibus in Eccleſii; leguntur, i, &. they are read by the 
Orthodox mm the Churches. And then for the Churches of the 
Calviniſts, firſt hear Calvin him'clf in Pſychopannichia, Mclins 
nos decent ſacre liter corps quod corrumpitur aggravat animam, 
i. &. the boly Writings teach us better, that the corruptible body 
oppreſſeth the Soul. Ard yet thoſe Sacred Writings are the 
book called the Wiſdom of Sofomen, from whence that ſen- 
tence is taken, Conradus Pelicanus, in his preface to his Com- 
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ments the Apocryphal Books, ſaith of them that they 
are Eech Rabies ac Biblici & in Eiclefia Catholica ob Apofolorum 
_—_— fuerint cum reverentia letti, i. &, theſe beoks are read 
in the Church, axid bound up with our Bibles, and bave with re- 
werence been read in all Chriſtian Churches from the wery time 0 
the ApoFfths, and he was'a famous Profellor at Zurich Lud. 
Capelius in Theſ. Salm. expreſly approves of the Declaration of 
our Church in ber 39 Articles, and ſaith that profit may come to 
the Church by their being read publickly ; and ſo they were read 
in the Primntive times for the inftruttion of , manners. Epiſcopius 
Profeſſor at Leyden, in Tow. 2. Part 2. p. 75. though the Apo- 
' cryphal Books cannot ſerve to confirm an Article of Faith, yet 
may profitably be read in'the Church And indeed, of the Dutch 
Churches, we have their ſolemn judgment declared in the 
Synod of Dort. Ari. 6. We make a difference betwixt the Ca- 
wonical and Apocrypbal Books, which laſt are the 3d and 4th of 
Eſdras, Tobit, Judeth, &'c. which the Church may read, and 
take mſtruttions in them agreeable to Canonical Scriptures 
- The Bibles of Holland, Geneva, and other 
al Ei: reformed Churches, have theſe books prin- 
* tedand bound up with the Canonical as 
we have ; and in the Preface to the Apocryphal Books, 
they commend the very ſentences of Ruffinms and St, Hierom, 
which declare for the publick reading of them in the 
Churches. And the like is done by the Publiſhers of the 
Harmony of the Confeſſions of all the Reformed Churches 
Printed at Genevaz and laſtly, the Reformed Churches of 
France, in their Book of Diſcipline, p. 391. have this rule, Leg 
liores de Ia Bible ſoif Canonique ou autres ne ſeront transformez, ey 
Comedies ou Tragedies, 1. &. the books of the Bible, whetber Ca- 
nonical or others, ſhailmot be uſed im Plays ; 'in which Words, 
they firſt call theſe Apocryphal books part of the Bible, and 
then take care that they be not prophaned. And thus it's 
evident, that all the Primitive Purer Ages of theChurch, 
all the Eaftern, Weſtern, and African Churches, all the Ly- 
theran and Calviniffical Churches beyond Sea, do either read 
theſe books publickly in their Churches, or very expreſly 
approve of it ; noris there any one inſtance of any Reform. 
ed 
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ed Church'that ſince the Reformation, read them publickly 
as we:have done, but ſtill continues to do ſo ; and our 
Erglih Dillenters are condemned by all. the Churches in the 
World, inleaving them out of their Bibles, who were the firſt 
body of Chriſtians, as far as I can find, that ever did fo. 

To make this the more evident, 1 ſhall here give a Ca- 
talogue of the publick large Bibles, of all the Countries [ 
' could meet with; in all which, upon examination, 1 find 

the Apocryphal added, for the ſame jntent as in ours, wiz. 
For the Example of Life, and the Infrulide of Manners. 


A Catalogue of Bibles Printed with the 
; Apocrypha. 


Engliſh, with Archbiſhop | French at Geneva, 1588 
Cranmer's Preface, Lond. At Amfterdam, 1669 
IF41 GAman, 1604 

By Coverdale, Lond. 550. | 

By Command of Q. E/iz. | Of Luther's Tranſlation, 
Lond. 1578 . 

Welch, Lond. 1588 Heidelberg, 1617 

Scotch, Edenburgh 1596 Dutch at Frankfurt, 1580 

Engliſh tranſlated by Wichff '| Armenianat Amſterdam, 666 
a'M. $. with a Prologue, Spaniſh by Proteſtants, 4m - 


in-which are thefe words, ſterdam, 1607; 

Holy Church readeth, Ju- Hungarian, by the Prote- 
deth, awd Toby, and the ſtant"Biſhops of Hungary 
Books of Maccabees, 'but at Hannover and Oppen- 
receiveth not -them amon beim, 1608 | 
Holy | Scriptures ; ſo t Muſcovitiſh at Oſt rogotb,1 581 


Church readeth the two Italian by Deodate, 1607 
Books Eccleſiaſtici and | Latin, 'by Caftalion , dedi- 


Sapience, ro edify theProple, cated to King Edward ihe 

not fo confirm the Authority 6th. (Baſ. 1573 

of Teacbing. By Fanizs, dedicated to 
Bohemian, '1613. | William Prince of Orange, 
Daniſh at Copenhagen, 1550 1592 ' 
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By Robert Stephens, Paris, Hebrew. Gn lote. 


1540 +866 20 
Critics Sacri 9 Tomis Lond, Syriac Lond. 1567 


1666 


Vulgar Latin. 


And indeed, amongſt all the Bibles which I have ſeen, find 
them only left out in the Spaniſh Bible, examin'd by the In- 
quiſitors, printed at Ferara 1553, and that of New-En- 
gland, in the Virginian Tongue, printed at Cambridge in 
New-England 1663. $0 that if to comply with our «Engliſh 
Diſſenters, we mult ſtrike out theſe Apocryphal books, know 
no Bibles we ſhall follow, but that of the Þquiſitors of Spain, 
and the Commiſſioners of New- England. 

And to conclude this head, I ſhall put down theſe five 
obſervations : 

Firſt, That no Papiſt ever made uſe of this as an Argu- 
ment that our Church own'd theſe Books as Canonical, ſo 
that there could be no feal ground for this objeCtion, 

Secondly, That there neither is, nor ever was any one 
Chriſtian Church in the whole World that had ſet Leſſons 
appointed for every day in the year, as wo have, but ſome 
of them were4eken out of the Xpocryphs. | 

Thirdly, That no one foreign Church whatſoever did ever 
declare themſelves offended with the Church of England in 
this matter, but as-I have ſhewed, generally approve it. 

Fourthly, That theſe very perſons who complain of our 
reading Apocryphal Chapters for Leſſons, make no com- 
plaint of having Hymns printed in their Bibles before and af. 
ter Davids Pſalms in meeter, and being frequently uſed in 
the Church inſtead of them. Which is agreeable to the 
praCtice of Holland, where that Church before Sermon ſings 
a Hymn, compeſed by one Fobn Wittenbaven, as we do any 
. one of our Pſalms. 

Fifthly, That the great Promoters of this objection do 
not ſtop here, but urge it to the laying aſide Sermons and 
Homilies, as not being within the Canon ; yea, -and the 
Scripture and Leſſons themſelves, and as we have reaſon to 
fear laying aſide all publick ſervice whatſoever. T. C. in his 
| admonition, 


ay » * 
I. has y 
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admonition, p- 221: would have no Homilies read in the Chutch. 
becauſe nothing but the voice of God, and holy Scriptures, ſhould 
ſound in his Church; and this will deſtroy Sermons and Preach- 
ing alſo, The Author anſwered by Biſhop Nicolſon in his' 
Apology, p. 184. is angry with our Church for reading two 
Leſſons, and would bave but one; And that Leſſon alſo is in 
danzer by the Author of the Letter to the Convocation, 
p. 21. where he propoſeth the leaving out the firſt Leſſon in the 
Afternoon upon ſhort days, and in Country Pariſhes t6 read Prayers 
without Leſſns 

So that upon the whole, however it ſeems to ſome a (mall, 
to others a reaſonable matter, | do not ſay to leave out, for 
then that ſhould have been done at firſt, but to reject the , 
Apoacryphal Leſſons, yet in this we ſhall ſeparate from the 
Primitive, the Eaſtern, Weſtern and African Churches, from 
moſt of the Refarmed Churches 5; we muſt alter the 39 Ar- 
ticles of Religion, which have been ſo generally received 
and applauded, for they declare"that the Church doth read 
them, We muſt alter our Apologies and Canons, for there 
(Canon. 30. Fuells Apol, p. 170.) its declared, that it was ſo 
far from the purpoſe of the Church of England -t0. forſake and re- 
jet the Churches of Italy, France, OE On, and other 
Churches, in all things which they bold and praftit'd, that, as the 
Apology of tbe Church of England-confeſſeth, it only departed from 
rhem mm thoſe particular points, wherein they were faln both from - 
themſelves in their ancient integrity, and from the Apoſftolical 
Churches, To this agreeth the Apology for Proteſtants, by 
a French _—_— and goa A. D. 1681. p. 234. Asto 
the reproach caſt upon our ormers, it is one of the greate 
injufice in the molt, for br can be clearer FA eee m 
writings, than that it was never their intent to ſubvert the anci- 
ent Government of the Church, nor to aboliſh thoſe Religiow Rites 
and Holy Ceremonies, which the piety of the primitive Chriſtians 
had introduced, but only to take away the abuſes of them, So that 
in making unneceſſary changes in theſe things, we ſhall de- 
ſtroy the, very foundation and principle of the Reformation. 
And that this rule is properly applied to the matter'ina hand, 
is evident from the declaration of our Church at the begin- 
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ning of the Liturgy, where the reading of the Leſſons as is 
appointed, is called a gotly ant decent order of the ancient Fathers 
— agreeable to the mmd and purpoſe of the old Fathers, Upon 
all which acconuts it is evident, that we ought not to con- 
ſent to the taking away the Apocryphal Leſſons, and that 
the Reformed Churches do not deſire it of us. 


Secondly, As to the Rules and Tables for finding Egfter, 
great objeftions have been raiſed againſt our Church, and 
ſome Eminent Diſſenters have declared that they could not 
give their aſſent and conſent to our Liturgy, becauſe theſe 
were falſe. Now by falſe they do not mean that they are 
, contrery to Scripture, for there are no Rules in the New 
Teſtament for this purpbſe, and that in the Old, for finding 
their firſt Months in the Year, by the approaching Harveſt, 
and Offering their Firſt-fruits on the fixtecnth of the firſt 
- Month, cannot poſſibly agree to us whoſe Harveſt is 
not ripe till the latter part of the year. But by falſe, they 
generally mean that they are not agreeable to-themlelves, 
and whereas our rule to find Ezfter is to keep it on the firſt 
Sunday, after the firſt full Moon, after the twenty firſt of 
Mer6b, by our. very Tables as they ſay it appears that we 
frequeatly keep it otherwiſe. Now this is a 'great miſtake, 
_ and ſhows the Ignorance of thoſe that object it. The Fa- 
thers met at the firſt Council of Nice, and thoſe before 
that time alſo did generally agree, that Ezfter-day ſhould 
always be kept on the Sawday, the day of Chriſts Reſurecti- 
on, and therein the Chriſtians diftered from the Jews, who 
kept the Paſſover any day of the'Week. They allo agreed 
to.keep'it aſter the Vernal Equinox, and in this they agreed 
with the Elder Jews,  4riftobulzs, the Author of the Book of 
Enoch, Philo, &rc, as it is obferved by Anatolins in Enſebins. 
And laſtly, at or after the full Moon, according as God or- 
dered the obſervation of the Paflover in the Book of Exodus. 
Now becauſe theſe were great diſputes about the preciſe day 
of the Venral Equinox, and Aftronomers have not yet 
learned to Calculate a New-Moon exactly,and one quarter of 
an hour near the diviſion of a Day,may make the New-Moon 
a day ſooner or later, therefore the Fathers in the Nicene 
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Council, and other Learned Men fince, have eſteemed it the 
beſt way to appoint a fix'd Equinox, and a perpetual rule 
for the diſcovery of the New-Moons, which if in long Tract 
of time ſhould yary from the true- Equinox, aad the true 
New-Moons ; yet ſuch erroyr would not create that ditfe- 
rence and diſorder in the Church, which continually aroſe by 
their ſeveral Calculations, and this. was called the Eccleſi- 
aſtical New. Moon, All Wiſe men conſtantly obſerving that 
it was not a matter of ſo great moment, whether we kept 
Eaſter a little ſooner or later, ſo that all Churches would 
agree in the ſame time, and there might be no Schiſm inthe 
body. Now the Equinox was fix'd ;by the Nicene Council 
on the twenty firſt of March, and that hath been conſtantly 
obſery'd by all Chriſtian Churches of the World, as the Ver- 
nal Equinox, till 4. D. 158z.. when it was alter'd by Pope 
Gregory the 13th, which was ſince the beginning of qur Re- 
formation, and our rejefting the Papal Supremacy, Then - 
for the diſcovery of the New-Moons-for eyer, they having 
obſerv'd that the New-Moans after 19 years returned to the 
ſame days of the Month, in a_ Fulap-year, nd yerynear 
the,ſame time of theday, they made a Cycle of New- Moons 
for 19 years according to the skill of the beſt Calculators of 
that Age,” and order'd that Cycle.to-be of perpetual uſe in 
the Church for the diſcovery of the Paſchal New- moons, 
Which for its great uſe, and eſtablifhing ' peace and union jn 
the Chriſtian Churches, was put down in. all their Kalendars 
in Golden Letters, and thence calvd the Golden number. 
Ambroſe Epiſt. 83. Majores noſtri convenientes ad Synodum Ni- 
canam congregatis peritiſſimis calcalandi, novemdecem annorum 
collegere rationem, & quaſi quendam conftituere circulum, quem 
Euneadecaterida wocant, &c. Dionyl, Exig: Ep. 1. Venerabiles. 
318 Pontifices qui Nice convenerent 14mas lunas paſchalis oh- 
ſervamie per 19 annorum circulum ftabiles, immote [que fixerunt, 

ue cunttis (aculis eodem quo Yeponuntur Exordio ſme warietatis 
6 ra, excurſu, Oc. SE : 

Our Church likewiſe hath -taken care to print this very 
Cycle of New. Moofis in the firſt Column of her Kalendar, 
ſee [{idor. - Orig. p. 967. by which the Eccleſiaſtical FA 
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j Fef, That our Kalendar' is agreeable to it (elf, and if we 
nd.t 


Fourthly, It's an opinion very a ble to the peace and 
union of. Chriſtian Churches gat -which hath been once 
| ouncil, ought not to be altered 

by a Provincial Synod, and this matter havingbeen famouſ- 


. © difobeyed it, we ought not to make alterations. And I pray 


let it be obſerved that our Church did þy her repreſentatives 
give conſent” to ſome of thoſe very Councils, At the Council 
'of Ayles in France, A. D. 314. were preſent three Engliſh Bi- 
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ſhops, and the” very firſt Canon agreed on there was _ 
Ut uno die & tempore Paſcha celebretur, i. e. That Eaſter ſhould 
be every where kept the ſame day. Which ſeems to have been 
the very firſt reſolution about - this matter in the Council of - 
Nice. Euſeb. wit. Conſt. I. 3.c. 18. And Conſftantines Letter giving 
an account of the firſt Council at Nice, expreſly gives us the 
agreement alſo of the Britth Churches, to the keeping Eafter 
after that method, Euſeb, wit. conſt. I. 3. c. 19. Socrates Hiſt. 

285. | 
4 Latly, let it be conſidered, befare we change, how we 
ſhall alter, for either we muſt follow the new method of the 
Church of Rowe, and the Decree of Pope Gregory, and 
therein we ſhall not only take away our agreement with the 
Greek and Eaftern Churches, but ſhall more than ever be 
cryed out againſt by the Diflenters, for complying with the 
Church of Rowe. Or elſe we muſt eſtabliſh a particular 
method of our own, and that would look very ill, and fac . 
from promoting the peace and union of Chriſtian Churches, 
that in a thing ſo very indifferent in its own nature, we ſhould 

fall from and contradict all the Chriſtian Churches in the 
| World. How much ſuch an alteration would tend to pro- 
mote Faction and Schiſm, 1 leave all the World to judge. 

I paſs by the ſilly objeCtion of our keeping two Eafters in 
one year. For if by year we mean the exact revolution of 
365 days, according to all rules now uſed in the Chriſtian 
World, we muſt keep two Ezſfters in one year, every third 
year, or thereabouts, Or if we mean that we keep two 
Eaſters betwixt one 25th of March, and the next, this may 
be eaſier mended by beginning our year only at Fas. firſt, 
as is the more uſual way, and fo there is never two Ezfters 
in one Almanack, And if we kept Eza#er according to the true 
New-Moons, and the true Equinox, the ſame objeCtion 
would continue, and always muſt ſo long as our beginning 
of the year is betwixt the Paſchal Terms, whereof the firſt 
was always fix'd at the Equinox, which now happens before 
the 25th of March, this being the nature of movable Feaſts, 


I may very well paſs by alſo the objefting of the Saints 
and Biſhops Names continued in our Kalender, which as it's 
E generally 


(26) 
generally uſed in the Lutheran Churches, is evidently done 
or a Civil, and not any Religious uſe,as hath been Tong fince 
declared in the Preface to ,Peces Private publifhed by au- 
thority, 4. D. 1573. The words are, Not that we repute 
ther all for Saints or boly men, but that they may ba as notes of 
ſome certain things, and fixed ſeaſons, the knowledge \cf which ts 
very beneficial ; of which ſort are Hilary, Valentihe, David, 
St. George, Martin, Swithin, Lammas, Giles, Holyrood, Ewiſ- 
pine, All-Souls, Leonard. Cicilia, O Sapientia, QC. | 
And ſo as far as | can ſee, the only way to continue 
peace and union emengſt our ſelves, and with other Prote- 
itant Churches, is to continue the Kalender as it $. 


Paſs we next to the grand objeCtion againſt the old verſion 
of the Pſalms, uſed in the Common-Prayer-Bgok, and the 
way propoſed for the amending it, not by taking that of our 
Bibles, which is not liked, but a more eorreCt one in their 
hands. So the Author of a Letter from the Country, p. 6, 
The Pſalter added to eur Liturgy, is not now ſo defenſible, when 
there is a more corref in our band: —then complains of its mani- 
fold wvaristions from the Hebrew, and frequently miſtaking the 
ſenſe — this muſt needs create no little [cruple in Mens ms, by 
having inconſiſtent and differing Tranſlations. Again, p. 13. 
in comparing the 1wo Tranſlations of the Pſalms, we find them 
in "agg things mconſiſent, and one time the one to deny what the 
other affirms, viz. Pal. jog. 28, And again, the Letter 
to the Convocation, p. IF. muff we be fort'd to read the old 
Tranſlation of the Pſalms, and impoſe that on the people for true 
Scripture, which in ſo great an of places quite differs from 
i ? Here is in all this complaint not one word of the ſing- 
ing Plalms, which are not only different in Words, ad 
Phraſes, from both of them, but in the ſenſe alſo, as being 
compoſed from a more ancient Exmglh Verſion than either 
of them. And fo the Proteſtant Churches of France conti- 
nue to Sing the Pſalms according to Marrot's compoſition, fuH 
of uncouth words and expreſſions, Apol. for Prot.p. 76. and 
read their Bible according to a Verſion made at the begin- 
ning of the Reformation. p. 82, which looks as if the Au- 
thors of theſe ObjeCtions were of a Presbyterian Original, 


s, EC, 


;.e. have a great Veneration for Hopkins and Sternbold, and 
a natural antipathy to-the Common-Prayer, However 
weighty this Argument be to-ua at home, yet Foreigners are 
not concern'd in it : And tho (bowrever we do nat do it, moſt 
certainly the Parliament will) as faith the Author. of the Let- 
ter to the Convocation, p. 23. Ic-was far otherwiſe in 
Queen Elizabeth's time, when the Convocation was very 
earneſt upon this very deſign of altering the Tranſlation of 
the Palms in the Liturgy, and were by the Parliament ſe- 
riouſly diſſwaded from it, Hammond L'Eftrange's Alliance 
of Divine Offices, p. Us But the beſt is, this confident 
gueſſer is here miſtaken alſo, and our old Tranſlation hath 
outlived that Parliament. Not to mention that if we lay 
aſide this Verſion, and take a new correct one, never yet 
Printed, into our Liturgy, th& objeCtion remains as at firſt, 
and here may be as much. difference- betwixt the Pſalms in 
the Common-Prayer, of a new more corre(t Edition, and 
that in our Bibles, as is now, Nor was it ever propoſed, or 
ſo much as hinted in the Commiſſion to the Convocation, 
to have a new;Tranſlation of the Bible. As to the Tranſla- 
tion uſed in the Liturgy, it is not made from the Verſion 
of the Septuagint, nor from the Vulgar Latin, as is evident 
to any. one that will compare them. And King Foemes's 
Tranſlators of the Bible, declare of the meane# of our En- 
gliſh Tranſlations of the Bible, that they were the Word of God. 
And tho in ſore places, it ſeems rather to with the 
Septuagint, yet it ſeems done chicfly in ſuch where 
we have great reaſon to believe, that the Septuagint is more 
corrett, and more agreeable, to the Original Hebrew. So 
Pſalm 14. 5, 6, 7- are not in our preſent Hebrew Bibles, but 
yet are quoted thence by St. Paul, Roms. 3. 10, 11, 12, 13, 
&c. and Pſal. Fr. 4 our Comman-Prayer reads it—and 
clear when thow art judged; agreeable to St. Paul, Roms. 3. 4. 
but the Verſion uſed in our Bibles is. different from both: 
Clear when thou judgef. . 

And if we would but take the pains to compare both 
Tranſlations of the Pſalms, with the common Verſion of the 
New Teſtament, it will be _ to find many places where 
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our old Tranſlation is more agreeable to the New Teſta- 
ment ; of which take theſe few inſtances : 


Mat. 4. 43- He truſted in God, let bim deliver bim now if be 
will bave bim. *. 

Pſal. 22. 8. in the Liturgy. He truffed in God, that be would 
deliver him, let = delrver him if be will have him. 

Pſa. 22.8. in the Bible. He truſted on the Lord that he would 

: deliver bim, let him deliver him, ſecing be delighted in him. 


Rom. ro. 18. Their ſound went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world. © 

P/al. x9. 4. in the Liturgy. Their ſound is gone out into all 
lands, and their words into the ends of the world. 

_ P/al. 19. 4. in the Bible, Theix line is gone out through all the 

earth, and their words to the end of the world. 


Rom. 11, 10. And bow dows their back alway. | 
Pſal. 69: 24 inthe Liturgy. And ever bow down their backs. 
mm 23. in the Bible. And make their Joyns. continually to 


1 Pet, 3. 11. Lot him eſchew evil, 
Pſal. 34. £4. in the Liturgy. Eſchew evil. 
Pſal. 34. 14. in the Bible, Depart from Evil. 


So that it was no doubt,the wiſdom of thoſe that compiled 
this Verſion in our Liturgy, to conſider the Authentick 
Tranſlation made by the Holy Ghoſt in the New Teſtament ; 
and if we fhould admit the ſame Verſion of the Pſalms 
into the Liturgy,. which is in the Bible, theſe men of 
ſcruples might be at as great a loſs to reconcile the P/alms, 
and the ſecond Leſſon, read preſently after them, as they 
now are to reconcile the two Verfions of the Pſalms, and at 
as great a loſs to reconcile both with the Singing Pſalms, 
which were certainly compoſed by as old; or older Verſion, 
than that in the Common» Prayer-Book.. 


As 
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As to that one place, Pſal. to. 28. which hath been often 
urged by the Presbyterians, from” the very days of Queen 
_ Eliz. and as often anſwered, ſo that I cannot but admire at 
the ignorance of .the diligent #/i/1, Pryme in this matter, _ 
who in his Pacifick Examination of the Common-Prayer, p. 6. 
where having propoſed this objettion againſt the Tranſlation 
of Pſalm 105- 28, tells us, that it was occaſioned by the 
Printers omiſſion of one (yllable, to wit, Obedient for Diſo- 
bedient, not the Tranflators, But to paſs this by, Hooker 
and Fuller, in Miſcel. ſhew that the Tranſlation in the Li- 
. turgy belt agreeth with the Hebrew, and their judgment 1s 
comfirm'd by the Septuagint, Syriack, Arabick, and Ethiopick 
Verſions. In the old Latin Verſions it was read both ways, 
as St. Auſtin obſerves, Tom. 8. enarrat. in Pſal. and yet it 
made no diſturbance in the Church, in that or the following 
ages, Not to mention that both Verſions are very good 
ſenſe, and not at all contradictory, in the Liturgy, they were 
not obedient, refers to the Egyptians, mention'd v. 27. In 
the Bible, they rebelled not, reters to Moſes and Aaron, v. 26. 
and even ſo our old Verſjon is to be preferr'd,. it being more 
natural far a Verb to refer to the laſt verſe, than the laſt bue 
one ; but both are very good ſenſe, and as properly retain'd 
in our Church, as the different readings were by the Fews 
preſerved in their Bibles. And whoever ſhall give himſelf 
the trouble to compare the Verſions of the Bible, ſhall have 
far greater objections than. this, Dew. 21 12. She ſhall pare 
her nails ; in the Margent of our Bibles, She ſhall let them grow. 
Gal. 2, 3. in the Greek, Titus wes net circumciſed. In many 
Latin _ Titus was circumciſed. And again, v. 5. in the. 
Greek, To whom we have not yielded, in the Latin, To whom 
we have yielded; and this latter was uſed by Ireneas, L.3.c.1 3. 
a Greek Father. By Tertullian, 1. 5. in Marcion. p. 463: 
St. Ambroſe im Iocum, &rc. . and many of the Fathers, as 
St, Hierom, Primaſims, Sedulime, Haymo, .&tc, freely take no- 
tice of both readings. 

I might inſtance alſo in x Cor. 15. 51- where ſome read, 
We ſhall all ſleep ; of which St. Hierom hath a large diſcourſe. 
Alſo in Mas. 2, 6, compared. with Mich 5. 2+ and my 
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other places; not to mention what thoſe very Tranſlators 
- the _ whoſe _ is contended for, declared, 
at they in es ſet diverſity of ſenſes in the Marom 
_ for that to Foun f mg of = proc y ile Seu of God ath 
« (in the judgment of Fudicious) queſtionable, can be no leſs 
than e(s tion: As St. AuHtin faith, That wariety of Tranſla- 
tions is profitable for finding out the ſenſe of the Scriptures, ſo 
droerſity o fol in the Margin, where the Text is not /o clear, 
- muſt needs do good ; yea, is neceſſary aswe are perſwaded. 

But if any Learned Perion hath taken pains to make a 
more correct Verſion than either of theſe the Engliſh Church 
now uſeth, .1 hope he will not envy the Church the benefit 
of his labours, but will make it publick, as Rob. Gell. Prin. 
ted an Eſſay towards the amendment of the Engliſh Tran. 
ſation of the Bible, Lond. 1659. But 1-can by no' means 
think it proper to have -it propoſed to the Convocation, 
who uprn ſome ſhort examination of it, ſhould Authorize it. 
When the Clergy are called to the Convocation, they are 
moſt of them remote from their Books, and in London want 
leiſure to examine the- many difficulties that will ariſe. 
St. Hierom made a more exaCt Tranſlation of the Pſalms than 
that the Lats Church before uſed ; he made it publick, and 
propoſed it to the care and ſtudy of Learned Men to exa- 
mine it, and when an Univerfal Approbation had for ſome 
Ages given it Authority, it was at laſt received into the 
Church, inſtead of the other, but not till ſome hundreds of 
years after the time of St. Hierow. And when Gregory the 
Great, about the year 600, compoſed Hymns for the uſe of 
the Church, it was out of the old - Verſion of the Pſalms. 
Nor can it ſeem ſtrange that the ſame Church ſhould uſe 
two different Verſions of the P/a/-1r, for this was done in 
all the Wefern Churches, in the time of Gregory the Great, 
who in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, in the beginning of his Com- 
ments upon Fob, ſaith, Sedes ApoFolics utraque utitur ; the 
Roman Church wſeth both Editions. Leander, in Spain, about 
the fame age, wrote a comment upon both Verſions ; and 
Card, Bona tells us, that the vid Verfion was in frequent 


uſe till the time of Pins V. is ſtill uſed in the Church of the 
Vatican, 
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Vatican, and continued in their Breviaries. When only a 
Catechiſm was compoſed,not by a ſingle perſon, but a whole 
Aſſembly of Divines, at Weftminſfter, it was Printed and ſent 

about, and publick intimation made to the Atſembly'in Scor- 
land, that whoever had any objeftions, might put them in.. 
And when a great many Learned Men were called together, 

by AE Fames I: to correft and review the Tranſlation of 
the Bible, they were no leſs than three years about it, as 

they themſelves tell us in-their Preface : So that | heartily 

deſire that Reverend perſon would publiſh his new Verſion, 

and when time and an univerſal approbation hath given it 

authority, it may be received into the uſe of the Church, 

not in the Common: prayer-book- only, but Bible alſo, And 

this hath been done by feveral who have made excellent 

compoſures of the Singing Pſalms, and far better than thoſe 

we now ule, and yet the prudence of our Church hath not 
yet thought fit to give any one of thent the ſtamp and- ſeal 
of authority; for this reaſon cniefly, becauſe the Church 
hath been long uſed to theſe, ſhe hath and can ſing many of 
them by heart, which as it's the beſt reaſon for the continu- 
ance of the old Singing Pſalms, ſo is much more a reaſon for 
the continuance of that Verſion in our Liturgy, which is alfo 
ſung in our Cathedrals and Colleges, and is much better 
than the other. Pſalterio Hieronymi ex Hebraicis pgprpagato 
Eccleſia Romana locum non conceſſit, quia weteri certis conſtrifto 
numeris modulando aſſuete Chrittianorum aures, univerſeq; adeo 
Eccleſia alterius nouitatem ferre nunquam potuerunt. Huetius de 
interpret. p. 109. Not to mention that in the year 1660, 
there was far greater reaſon to take the new Tranſlation, 
which only had been in uſe for 12 years together, into the 
Liturgy, than to do it now ; the old Edition hath been ia 
conſtant uſe for thirty years together,and yet that wiſe Con- 
vocatian refuſed to do it then. 

The Tranſlation of the Bible, made in the time of King 
James |. was upon the importunate complaints of the Pu- 
ritans, that they could not ſubſcribe to the Common. Prayer- 
Book, ſince it maintain'd the Bible as it was there Tranſla- 
&d, which was, as they ſaid, a moſt corrupted Tranſlati- 
on 3 
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on ; and yet they were ſome of the firſt that quarrelled at 
it, as ſoon as it was made, and few or nohe conform'd- up- 
on that account; ard the Papiſts preſently clamour'd againſt 
us for altering our Tranſlation ſo oft. And the very Tran- 
ſlators, after they had examin'd all the old, and made a 
new Tranſlation, declared, That there was no need of a 
new Tranſlation, nor of a bad one, to make a 'good one, 
but only to make a good one better, 


Next = us cnt va projeCt of leaving out the Arhana- 
zan Creed, oCcaſli y 4 four queſtions propoſed apgainf# it, 
rb t he laſt is from the Afr G r eart Kit Fug 
tions being made to the Creed, and ſo ftrikes at the whole Creed, 
as well as the condengning Sentences, Letter from the Country, 
p. 14,15. Muſt we always pronounce all damwnid, that do not 
believe cvcyy title of Athanaſins's Creed, Letter to the Conve- 
cation, p. 15. And both thefe, give ample incouragement to 
that Heretical and virulent Book, which at that very time 
was publiſh'd againſt that Creed, and no leſs againſt the Tri- 
nity it ſelf ; the Book ſold openly, many of them were gi- 
ven about, and magnified by the party, without any con- 
troul of that ſort of men of Latitudinarian principles, till at 
length it received a juſt cenſure from the honeſt Clergy of 
the lowEr Houſe of Convocation ; tho at that very time, to 
the admiration and ſcandal of all ſober men, that very cen- 
ſure was there alſo by great and leading men oppoſed, It's 
objeted by the Author of the Letter from the Country, 
p. 14. he finds a great diſpute between the Greek and Latin 
Church, about the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Son, now 
the firſt queſtion is, whither of theſe two Churches be in the right ? 
Now the profeſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Son is in 
the Nice Creed alfo, received in our Liturgy, and contirm'd 
by the 39 Articles of our Religion, and Art. F. expreſly de- 
clares, that the Holy Ghoſt proceedetb from the Father and the Son, 
-and fo here is an Article of Faith call'd into queſtion, Not 
to mention the exatt Harmony and Union of all the Prote- 
ſtaur Churches of the World in this point. 1 except only 
Arrians, Socinians, and ſuch other: Hereticks who ought not 
: ; to 
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to be call'd Proteſtants, And therefore the leaving out of the 
Athanaſian Creed | fuch a reaſon muſt needs give great 
offence to all-the Proteſtant Churches in the World. More 
particularly the Arhanafian Creed is at this day approved of 
a1d Authoriz'd, by the Confeſſion of the Reformed Churches 
of France, firſt Publiſhed A. D. 156r. | We receive the three 
Creeds, Apoſtles, Nicene and Athanaſian Creed, becauſe they are 


agreeable to the word of God. By the Belgick Confeſſion of the , 


Synod of Dort. Art. 9. we willingly receive the three Creeds, the 
Apo#tles, Nicene, and Athanaſian Creeds. . By the Confeſſion 
of the Churches of Saxony, Art. t. we have always conftantl 
embraced the three Creeds, and their natural ſenſe, andy God, belp 
we will always imbrace them. By the Confeſſion of Wirtenberg, 
Art I. we believe one God and three Perſons, as they are explained 
in the three Creeds, the Apoſtles, Nicene and Athanaſius's. By 
the Confeffion of the Palatine Churches, Art, r. we believe all 
things contained in the Holy Scriptures, as they are explain'd in the 
Apoſtles Creed, Nicene and Athanaſius's. By the Confeſſion of 
the Bohemian Churches, Art. 3. particularly we receive the 
Nicene 4nd Athanaſian Creeds. By the Confeſfion' of the 
Churches of Poland and Lithuania, who A. D. 1645. expreſly 
received the Nicene and Athanaſian Creeds. "The Ruſſian 
Churches receive and uſe theſe three Creeds, after the Pſalms 
for the day, the Prieſt readeth the Ten Commandments, and 
Athanaſius's Creed out of the Service Book. Pagitt Chriſtianogr. 
p. 81. The very Direftory drawn up by the Presbyterians 
at the Savoy A. D. 1661, p. 26. orders the Athanaſian Creed 
to be read in the Church, and laſtly when ſome Arrians would 
have had Beza left it out at Geneva, he returned this anſwer, 
Epiſt. 56. certe in tuam gratiam non mutabitur in Ectleſia Sym- 
bolum Athanaſy, nec Nicenum cum nemo adhuc inventus eft qui ſe 
opponevet quem Deus borrend» judicio non per diderit.i,e.cert ainly for your 
{ike the Church will not change the Athanaſian Creed, or the 'Ni- 
cene, ſince no one ever yet oppoſed them, whom God did notdefFroy. 
Now let all the World conſider whata ſtrange way here is pro- 
poſed for the Union of all Proteſtant Churches to 4 Church of 
England, viz,. by laying aſide, or leaving indifferent the uſt of 
this Creed, which all the ProteftantChurches intheWorld;even 
thoſe of Geneva, Holland,and Engliſh Presbyterians,do in their ve- 
ry Confeſſions of Paith and'Derotions to heartily retain and 
magnifie. F. Proceed 
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©; Proceed we next to Baptiſm, and agaimit this -Office two 


| ' x "things are objQed, 1. The, uſe of the Croſs, 2. Godfa'hers. 


-.1- Againſt the Croſ,it's propoſed by the Letter from the Coun- 
try, p.8.to leave the caſe whelly indiffierent yo uſe or not uſe theCroſs, 
P9 If the Mmiſter ſcruples the uſe of it let awatber perform that Ser- 
vice ; if any of the Layety Jet the Mmiſter bagtize without it, And the 
Letter tothe Convocation,p.g-tbe Croſs wm Baptiſm js become not 
only ufeleſs, but alſo miſchievous, occaſions diſſentions and ſchiſms, 
3s an of War to make ws fight againſt each other,@ Cro/s of 1or- 
ment whereon tq, crucifie the Lord of Life in bis body the Church and 
Tent its bowels aſunder by thoſe lamentable droiſions which it cauſeth 
pnnge the C of England cannot yoo (erober 
' ſomething berein, &re. 11's a (ad thing that the Croſs of Chriſg 
thould produce all this differeaceamongſChriltians, Well then, 
t us take away the uſe of the Crals in Baptiſm,and (ce whe- 
ther there is likely to bea greater Union amonglit theChriſtians. 
Ask all Churches of the World f. om Chriſts.time to the begin- 
ning of the Reformation, and they generally all of them uſed 
theCroſs in Baptiſmfor 15 00 years,andits ſtrange that all the 
Chriſtian Churches, .for ſo many years ſhould be guilty of ſo 
dangerous ancvil,as the ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, nor do [ 
know of any one Church in the World that condemned, or fo 
much as ſhewed their diſlike of it for x5o00o years, And for the 
preſent age, it's ſtill retain'd in all the Churches of the Reman- 
10n,in all the Greek Churches,(Ryzcari, p. 168.) in the 
\ rches of the Facobites,' Brerewood;Enq: p.15 3.)iatheChurch- 
es of /Egypr.Pagit's Chiltianogr.p.1 04. in the Abiſſine,or /Erhi- _ 

\ wy Churches, Ludelfe Hift.e£tbzop.1.3.c.6. in the Churches of 
the Muſcovites. (Job. Faber. de relig. Muſcov.) in the Proteſtant 
Churches,of the Aucburg confeſſion,the Sign of the Croſs is ge- 
nerally uſed in Baptiſm; and for the other ReformedChurches, 


.* not one hath declared themſelves offended. with us for uſing it, 


© but.ſeyeral eminent amongſt them have declared for it. Bucer 
declared it ag ancient and innocent Rite, and that it might be 
decently and profitably uſed. The Learned Caſaubon,in his an- 
ſwer to Baroniw, Exerc.13.Sef.33. commends our holy and 
prudent Biſhops, who have retain'd this uſe of the Croſs a- 
\_ .monglt us. Peter Martyr declared it lawful to profeſs our (clves 
Chriſtians by the Sign of the Croſs. Bezs himſelf ſpeaks favou- 
rably of it,in his book adverſus Beldvinum, And Govlartias of 
| Genevs, 
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Geneva, declares it to bea ceremony indifferent, Apology for 
Pcoteftants by a French Divine, p.87, Touching the Sign of the 
' Croſs which the Church of Engla retajns,to underfFand it as they 
do, as 8 viſivle mark that the Infant Baptiz/d is enrdll'd as Chrifts 
Souldier, (hould not be aſhamed ro-confeſs the Faith of Chriſt Cracify- 
ed,and fg! under bis Banner —I ſee no ground at all of excepticn @r 
gainſt this Ceremony, | 
And William Durel,in his Sermon on 1Cor,1 1.16, had amongt 
other things, given the Reformed of France an-accouut of. our 
uſing the Sign ofthe Croſs ; he by ſeveral Letters from De 
L' 4ngle Bochart, Daille,and other eminent. Divines of the French 
Chucch,received its due praiſe and approbation. And now Gods 
Providence hath ſettled ſo many thouſands of . them amongit 
us, they readily and willingly make uſe of it, and approve-t 
Secondly, For Godfathers: 1 tin them not only. ecquired in 4 
the Eaftern and Weſtern Churches,but more particularly, Zum * 
glus in iis:Book de Bape. is much for the ule of them, and faith, thet 
the clamours raifed againſt them,were only by the Anabeptit#r- 
_ Calvin, in the form of Baptiſm, compoled far. Genews, and 
which isftill uſed there, requires Godfathers at Baptiſm, . and 
they promiſe tor the ChildsChriftianFducaciongs intheCburch 
of England.and'in an Epiftle to Fare/l, he haththeſe words, #4 
require of the Godfathers, that they greed to (ee the Children when 
up, inftrufted in the Faith they are Baptized in, If there be 
no Godfatbers, it's certain the Baptiſm is | oy : 
Bezs, in his Epiſtles, frequently declares for the.uſe and ne 
ceſſity of them;and particularly in Ep.24. reckogs them among 
the Conftitmions of the Church rhaz bind he Conſcience. Aud Epift.8.Þ* 75" 
to the Biſhop of Londen, That Infants be Baptized in the publick 
Congregation, with a tt form of Prayer, that there be Godfatbers to 
engage fortheir Chriſtian Education, &C. theſe are plain and boneft 
Rites, ſuch as groe ng ocxafion ro Superſtition, and who is there ths 
Hare cond: ntn them? j 
In the Lawy of the Church of Gepewa, Set. 38, The name ,of 
the Infant and Godfatber muſt be Regiftred by the Minifter- (bis 
was heretofore-enjojned/by the archbiſhop of Canterbury,lp his 
Diocefs ; and\haveſten ſome Regiſters in that Dicceſs, where- 
by-it a ppearethat'injunction was obſerved-for ſome, time, )Se, 
39: Nome ave th be Godfathers hut the [uutbſul anarheſref, our Cone 
faſkan; Sti40; they chat art ſuſpended fromthe Lards Supper mutt 
not:be Godfathers. F 2 In 
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1nthe Diſcipline of the Reformed Churches of France, chap. 
The we have no expreſs commandment of the Lord, 
for Gofatbers and Godmatbers in Rageiſen, ye becauſe the cutom © 
#r ancient, "and introduced for 4 ; Thoſe that will not 
follow ſo good an example, but preſent their Infants themſeves, 
ſhould be earneſtly exhorted not 'to be contentious, but to behave 
themſelves accotding to this ancient cuſtom, which is good and profi- 
#able. Se(t. 12th, The Miniſter ſhall diligently admoniſh the Godfa- 
thers and Godmuthers, to conſider the promiſes they bawve made at 
the celebration of Baptiſm, &'C. and to this agreeth the :Synod of 
S:.Foy, A.D."15 78. ar Samucs 1596. at Montpellier 1598.which 
HF fairh that Godfathers are obliged not only to inſtrutt the Chil- 
"dren in Piety, but alſo in caſe of neceſſity to provide for their main- 


rewance.Sett, 1 8th,the names of the Godfathers andGodmothers of the 
' Infant ſhall be regifired. Which laſt thing of Regiſtring them 


at it's generally praCtis'd by the reformed Churches abroad, fo 
iws\very agreeable to the. practice of the Primitive Church,and 
particu taken' notice of by Pſeudo Dionyſins the Areopagite. 
To'all which I beg leave to add the obſervation of Montieur 
Larroque an eminent Miniſter of the French reformed Church 
in his Book entituled, Conformite de la Diſcipline Eccleſiaſtique 


des Proteſtants de France. #vec telle des anciems Chictiens. A. D. 
©. $678 and p. 208. he thus writes, L' uſage des parriens, &c. 


LE. the uſe of Godfathers and Godmothers to preſent Children in Bap- 
tiſm is very ancient, Tertullian makes mention of them in bs book of | 
Baptiſm. chap.18. St, Auſtin in bs 23d Epiſtle, the pretended De- 
niesghe Areopagite who tells us that they are of Apoſtelick Inſtitution. 
Gregory the 1/f. in his book of the Sacraments., Czſarius of Ar- 


63.4" "tes, be 12th Homilysthe SixthCandn of the Council of Mets. A.D. 


888. and indeed the ſubject of that whole Book is to juſtify 

their Diſcipline from the antiquity of it, and agreement with 

the primitive Church, 1 therfore mention this becauſe Ar- 

guments of this nature are ſo very much lighted by our own 

Diſſenters, _ This author in the Title ,ofhis book prefix- 

cth this ſentence from the Laws of Theodofar Statuimms obſer- 
vari quod priſca ty ne? Diſciplins &- Canones weteres eloquuntur 

i. &, we command that thoſe things be obſerved which the Apofto- 
lick owe? ay old Cones declare for and appoint. Which 1 think 
is more fully explain'd by St, Auſtin, Epilt, 118. ad Caſular. 

Is is ribs hx nibil tatuis ſerigtura, moz populi Dri, & mbi- 

uh | iuta 
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. Iuta majorum pro lege Dei tenenda ſunt | i. &. in ſuch things as the 
Scripture bath wot determined, the cuſtom of the Chriſtian Church, 
and the conſtitutions of our Anceſtors be obſerved as the Law 
of God. To return... Godfathers are alſo uſed in the Dutch, 
Rohbemian, and all the Lutheran Churches ; the profeſſors of 
Layden in their Synopſis pur. Theol. p. 616. declare that though 
there not an abſolute neceſſity of witneſſes in Baptiſm yet the very 
nature of the thing, und the cuſtom of all the Primitrve Church ſhew 
it to be profit able, and « probably deduced from theprattiſe of the 
Jews, t 8. 2. Upon which place Fania in his Comment is 
very expreſs, hinc ritus noiter adbibendi teſtes in Baptiſmo, \. ©. 
bence came our cuſtom of uſmg Godfathers in Baptiſm. For the 
uſe of Godfathers in the Church: of the Muſcovites, ſee Fob: 
Faber de relig. Muſcov. For the uſe of them in the Ethiopien 
Churches, ſee Ladolfas. ' And now let even our adverſaries 
be judges whether the laying aſide the'uſe of Godfathers, or - 
which amounts to the ſame thing, leaving it as a matter in- 
different to the Parents diſcretion and choice whether he will 
have any or not, be not a very unlikely method for us to 
make uſe of in this Kingdom in order to procure the 
and union of all the Reformed Churches, who no doubt would 
be highly diſpleas'd , and offended with us ſhould we do 
it, - F 


Kneeling at the Sacrament hath been often objetted againſt 
by the Diſlenters,and the Letter to the Convocation, p. 1 2.2ould 
bave w be ſo indulgent as to give them the Sacrament in their own 
way, and not debar them of it for the ſake of a poſture, to do other- 
wiſe will be a Sin, The other Letter, p. 8. would bave 
it wholly indifferent to kneel,” and, or fit in the Lords $ , 
P- 9. The Perſon that (cr uples kneeling may have it delivered bim 
in another poſture in his. Pew, &c. And yet if all this was done 
we ſhould not fatisfy the Presbyterians who declared at the ' 
Savoy, p. 61.That Kneeling at the Lords Table diſorderly. And 
in the Directory. p. 34. The Communion Table i order d to beſo 
placed that the Communicants may orderly fit about is. Now let 
us goto the Foreign Proteſtant Churches and adviſe with 
them in this matter, let us go into Denmark, Norway , Sweden, 
Germany, and adviſe with them and all others ſtrictly called 
Proteſtants, and they all receive the Sacrament Kneeling. The 
con- 


& 
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confeſſion of the Faith of the Bohemian Churches, Art. t3. Le 
the miniſters diſtribute the Sacrament to the Communicants upon 
their Knees. And as to their practice,it is to be ſeen-in Camenias 
ratio Diſcipline Sec.Let Hoſpinian ſpeak for Zurick and the Swiſſe 
Hiſt Sacr | 5.C-8, The Sacrament ought to be received deveutly with 
bending Knees, At Geneva, and in the French Churches, they 
refuſe to adminiſter the Sacrament to any one that fits, and 
now they are ſo many of them in England, they all 
receive kneeling, which is agreeable to Apolagy for 
the Reformed Churches written by Monſleur Dalee,chap. 1 2. 

© P. 56. Thanks be to God we. are not ſo ill taught at to ſcruple the 
receiving the Sacrament on our Knees : Our Brethren of England 
Neuer receive it otherwiſe, and when we communicate with them 
we readily conform to their order. Allo Apology for Proteſtants 
written by a French Proteſtant. p.. 88. We muſt wdoubredly con- 
clude it of great neceſſuty, that the Communion ſhould be. received 
Kneeling, as in the Church of England, and in Germany.—4nd 
our Reformers have fill. been. of this cpinion, and be quotes Beza, 
Calvin, Bucer, awd Peter Martyr for jt. And the Geneuians 
in their Annotations upan the Harmony of Confeſſions. are 
well contented that every. Church ſhould uſe their Libenty 
in theſe points following, wiz. Kneeling at the Communion, 
Organs, arid Ember-days, &c Sce Bancrofts Survey. p. 358. 


The firſt Perſon that introduced fitting at the Sacrament 
in England was fobn a Laſco an Arrien, and_he was the chief 
Perſon that dilturb'd the Churches. of Po/and with this floven- 
ly, not to ſay Impiqus - apinion, as rs. from. Wenr- 

erficas's. Hiſtory of the Sclavonick Churches, p. 129. tillat 
F ina great Synod at Perricowiass, AD. 1578. ltwas agreed, 
That becauſe ſitting at the Lord#'sT able-is @ Rite different from. all 
the Reformed Churches in Europe, and they amongſt us were the 
firft Author « of it, who raftily ng every thing in.tbe Church 
fell away from us to. Arrianifn, therefore let. us leawe the 
cuſtom to them, who irreverently treat Chriſt and hu Myſteries, 
I ſay let us leave this cuſtom as neither agreeing to Decency nor 
Religion, aud to many boneft Perfons ——— adabs. And 
agau in,ar.other.5ynod at Hiodiſlavia, Anno Dom. i583; Sic- 
ting at the Lord's Table. is forbidden in «ll. the (Churches of Po- 
land, Lithuania, &c. As na. bring uſed by thoſe of the mt" 
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ed Religion, ond' being - yeculiar v6 the Arriafis. Ard that-we 
have reaſon. to. have' the ſame” fear in England, appears 
from the many -Arriam and Sections amongſt ns, and 
more fully by the open Declarations of the Scorch Presbyteri- 
ans againſt Kneeling at the Sacrament, They wowld mot at the 


Communion fig nefy their inferiority to Chriſt, nor abaſe themſe]oe- 
Twyron pri./+ et erty at Perch, Þ. yg 4 

It's true; that the” cuſtom of Kneding hath been 
abuſed, in the Church of Rome, to an Idolatrous adora. 
tion of the - Sacrament, and fo hath fitting and ſtand. 
ing alſo. The Frieſt that faith Muſs, receiveth the 
Sacrament ſtanding, and' yet adores it. At Rome the 
Popes Deacon receives ſtanding, and the ''Pope "himſelf 
receives it fitting. | Card, Bona de rebur _— p. 490. 
And Eſpencatus de: Adoret. Ench: |. 2% C. 16. declares 
that the Sacrament may be adored, firing, ſtanding, lying 
or kneeling, "the care” that was t in the- Churches 
of Poland, was, that there ſhould be an Authentick 
Declaration, - that no atloration of the Elements was in- 
tended by thoſe . that received kneeling, Harm. cenfeſ]. 
p. 237. So the Church of England, took care in the 
ſecond Edition of the” Liturgy, . in the Reign of EJ- 
ward the Sixth, to inſert a Rubrick, declaring, That 

no Adoration of the Elements, or Sacrament, was in- 

tended by kneeling, and though when the Doftrine 
of our Church againſt Tranſubſtantiation and Adora- 
ration was ſufhciently known, it was Icft out in the 
Reigns of Queen Ekzabeth, King Fames the Firſt, and 
King Charles the Firſt, yet upon the particular Requeſt 
of the Presbyterians at tife Savvy, p. 94. it was again 
inſerted, with a dcfign to give them fatisfaftion, and 
yet they are after all, as forward to objet adoration 
to = , . as if there had been no ſuch Declaration 
made. 

From all which it's evident, that fitting is a poſture 
very offenſive and ſcandalous to. many. other Proteſtant 
Churches, as well as ours; that kneeling is moſt ge- 
nerally uſed, . and / therefore leaving all poſtures indiffe. 
rent, as is now propoſed, by ſome of our own Di- 
vines, and was formerly deſired by the - Presbyterians 

at 
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at "the Savoy, p. 56. is a likely way to increaſe the Diſ- 
ciples of 7,'F, and the oppoſers of the Athaneſian Creed, 
but 'is never \kely to work an union amongſt the Prote. 
ſtant Churches, Letter relating to the Convocation, p. x 2; 
This mu#ft be undeniably allowed, that antiquity never nſed Kneel- 
ing at the Sacrament, it baving heen the conſtant prattiſe of all 
th Churches im the World ro communicate ſtanding. If you ak 
how this Appears, they have nothing to ſay but that the Pri. 
mitive Chriſtians, in : memory of _ Chriſts ReſurreCtion, for 
ſome Ages after ir, ſtood at their Prayers on Sunday, and be. 
twixt Eafer and nar ax of ; by -which they ſuppoſe that 'the 
Sacrament was received in the ſame poſture as they ſaid their 
Prayers : Their Prayers at, other - times, were upon 
their Knees, as indeed. this very Order ſuppoſeth, Tertull. ad 
Scap. Quando non geniculationibus noftris ſiccitates depulſe ? i. e. 
When did not our ſolemn Prayers, upon our Knees, bring down 
Rain ? Origen. in Num. c. 4. Hom.'s. Nam quod fleftimus 
orantes, &c. where he relates the cuſtom of the Church to 
pray Kneeli And in his Book deOrar+p. 157 he faith that 
they generally kneeÞd at Prayers, except in caſe of Sickneſs. Now 
the Primitive Chriſtians received the Sacrament on otherdays 
than Sunday, or that ſpace betwixt EaFer and Pemecoft,and 
that they received it daily, is evident from St.Cyprian, Tertal- 
lian, St. Auſtin, St. Hierom, and many other Fathers ;. and by 
conſequence, if they received the Sacrament in a poſture of 
Prayer, they received it Kneeling. | 

_ * And that there might be a through: Reformation, and no 
part of the Liturgy left entire, ſome have had the confidence 
to-except againſt the Collects themſetves, as too ſhort, and 
not ſo pertinent : 1 ſhall only remind ſuch, of what the 
Devout and Judicious Dr. Sanderſon ſaid of them, viz. That 
the Colletts were the moſt paſſionate, proper, and moſt elegant ex- 
preſſions that, any language ever afforded ; . and. that there was in 
them ſuch Piety, and that ſo interwoven with Inſtruftions, that 
they taught us to know the'Power, the _— the Majeſty and 
Mercy Ke God, and much of aur duty both to bim and our Nejebboer, 
And if fame late Colletts.are intended. as a Specimen, by 
which the old are to be-mended, I'believe few will rejoice 
in the change.  ' G-outg © | 
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Excommunication for contempt is complain'd of in both 


the Letters to the Convocation «s 4 matter highly ſcandalons, 
and that we thruſt out of the Church the beſt of our People for ſome 


or two penny Cauſe pda 6-119 rs Now this 
Objection is prope more- ly\ than..ever' it was 
done . by the Dilſlenters... After. T. C.” in_. his Admonition, 
. 175. the Puritans Petition to Kings James I. AD. 1603. 
bar Men be Excommunicated for Trifles, and Tmwelve-yenny 


Matters, So that from their Objection of Twelye-peatiy 
Matters; this Author hath ſtretch'd it to-Peny and Two- 


peny Matters. But let ,us- apply''our Selves. > nlp co 
ſtant Divines of the Foreign Churches, a0d he what, ke 
ſay to it- | The Dutch Divines:in Syopſe. Pur, Thedl. p. 710. 
ſay, That the Penalty of Excommuncation is chiefly incurr'd 
for negletting and deſpiſing-the Cenſures and publick Admonitions 
of the Church. In the Eccleſiaſtical Laws of Geneve p. 44, 45- 
They that do not obey/ the: Qrders of the; Church: after | due 
Admonition, are order'd to be Excommunicated, If 'we. look 
into Scotland, and ſee way | n_ de. Offenſis, A. 
mall Offence or Calumny may ju erve Excommunication, uf 
> Offender be ſtubborn _ pc 4m we 1 Book of. Diſcipl. 

9. Head, All Families muſt appear once 4 Year before the Br 
to be examined ; and if Children or Servants be ſuffered to comtrotee 
in wilful Ignorance they muſt be Excommunicated,&c. And.bow ſe- 
vere their Excommunication 1 s from the 7th Head, No Per- 
ſon may have any comverſe with bim that is Excommunicated, not 
Eat nor Drinkwith him, nor Buy nor Sell with him, nor Salute nor 
Speak, to him ;, his Children born after the Sentence, may not be 
admitted to Baptiſm, &c. And I muſt ſay the contempr is 
the greater, when 'the- occaſion”"of.. it .is. ſo ſmall; Lay 
aſide ſevere Penalties for Contempt, and Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
dition is loſt; and to what e ſhould any Covrt 
have a Power to determine, if there be no power given 
it to force the Execution of it? If we-look upon Foreign 
Churches, we ſhall find that, they are more itrift in having 
their Canons and Conſtitutions obſery'd, than we are in 
England, I will not mention _ Severities of the ud. 
irk, 
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'nglands Diſcipline, as not being reaſon- 
I1erthe Narote-of the Thing 4/' bur'in fo 
let" Calvin-and 'Beza,' the tw great- Apoſtles 
k'for: on > Civ 4." F; ſett. 10, 


kt 4 
, 3 


w_ hae: Ovinw. Again-.in” his 
Cooprent on 1'Cop: 14: 1ts eaſy ro prove that "Eccleſiaſtical 

1 110810: be accounted for Humane Traditions, ſince 
deth tl the Word - of God, and bavs"a manifeſt 
al aches font) of Chrift Beta %in Epilt. 7, 
1 wht robave i | fbf Conſcience 1 In mo 
iberey: is underftood, that &very one ſhould Wor- 
== 1for "this "13-4 meer' Diabolical Opinion 
tab: ate willy /\itz- 4 Dijabolical - Liberty 
Fond Den with ſo many He- 
Weza- in his *Epiſtle 3h, to 
| [Things in their -own Nature 
ature when they are commanded, or 
Laws about Things 
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| == Conſcience, ſo that no one can wi'fully break, 


1-without "Sin. 
hi; is a Matter ſo very evitenr, I ſhall- only 
add that in- the Dire&ory made by the Aſſembly of Dt- 
wines at We pry, VAL. irs expreſly declared;" That no 
wha ag ſelves. from” the 'Pulivk, "Ordinances 
by vets 5 Ahd ihe Wwords-of Mr. 
er-in_ this: Reaſons ofrebe Thriflan Religion, * p. 485; 
No "in muſt | Fn Emo fon Unity and Pract 

be - at- tender ' of 
&''of Druntgins s, Whore- 


We come nexdibo confilce the: arent Point of —_ 
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| and which. ſeems to; have been principally. aimed- at, . viz; 
The allowing of. Presbytegian Fre as validy,. the Au- 
thor. of, the. Letter, from the Gountry,, p.. 10,14» propaſeth. 
three Expedients, The. firſt i is Biſhop,Bramballs;. The fec a: 

betical, The third is that of the Bill of Union. ,, To the 
+ I anſwer that Biſhop. Bramball did. never allow of 
Presbyterian Ordination,, but; did; aCtyally, and, with- all 
the. Rites and Methods of; our; Chuxch, rezorda ig fuch;as 
had been only. ordained . by. Fresbyters, as. is: evident from 
that very. Place. in the Life of Biſhop Brambal, from :wheace 
this Anthor quotes a Pallage, and what. he did. fo, Peace 
Sake was only this; That in ſome of their Certificates of 
their being, ordained by him, he declared That this New 
Ordination did. not. deſeroy. their former Orders, if they bad 
any, &c. And..its tuo on evidently, -that that Biſhop 
did xe-ordain+ many of them; Ta the laſt of theſe three 
ways I return no Anſwer, becauſe he himſelf doth not. tell us 
what ir was that was propoſed. in the Bill of Union, 
The ſ:cond was the principal. Method inſiſted on, and that 
is Hypothetical. Re-ordination, .in, which. the Office of Or- 
dination was to: be. omitted, and the. Perſon, knceling  be- 
fore a Biſhop, the Biſhop was to. ſay, J1f then, arts not al- 
ready Ordained, I Ordain thee ; or elſe in theſe Words, 
I pray God that thou be ordained, &c, And. this: is juſtified 
by the Inſtance of Hypothetical Baptiſm. To all which I 
reply, 

_—_ That: the: Presbyterians,,( the Perſons, we are to ſa- 
tisfy), have already declared againſt. Hypotherical. Ordiaa- 
tion ; ſo. the Presbyterians at-the 'Savoy, in; their-, Petition 
for Peace, P. 2. We earneſtly beſeech you that Re-ordination 
whether Abfolute, or Hypothetical, be not made neceſſary for the 
future Exerciſe of our Miniſtry,;,now to, grapt, them whar 
they haye-already declargd agaialt,,.is .00 probable heh to 
the Union pretented, UC B41? ed; 210 

2. Hypothetical, "Tone Carts... 1& When:'tis 
not known that the Child hath had-any, pretended. RE 
with Water.in.the.nane-of the Trinity , and then-the caſe 
is pot the ſame-2s this 4,Qbych hypothetical R Rebagtization! 


the 
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the ' 5th Council of Carthage, c, 3, is to be underſtood, where 
they commend” the Words of Leo, Ireratum dici: non' poreft 
qued neſcirur eſſe fatum, 1, e. That cannot be ſaid to be repeated, 
which wa# never known to be done. The 2d is, when all that 
hath' been done is exaftly known, bnt the anthoriry of the 
Perſons Baptizing .or Authenticalneſs of what is done, is 
called in queſtion; and in this caſe the Presbyterians do 
not allow. of Hypothetical Baptiſin ; witneſs the Syropſ;par. 
Theol. p.'617, Neque Baptiſmus conditionalis probandus eſt, qui 4 
Pontifietis obſervars ſolet, 1. e.' neither do we approve of Hypotheti- 
cal Baptiſm which is uſed by the Papiſts ;, for they to gain reſpect 
to their own Church , endeavour to perſwade ſuch other 
' Chriſtians as are admitted into their Church, to be hypo- 
thetically Rebaptized ; of which we have one-famons in- 
ftance in the Church of the Abyflines, reported by Zudol- 
fus in Hift, «thiop. 1. 3. ©. 6, Patres Societatis Habeſſinos omnes 

promiſcue rebaptizaverunt, ſub conditione tamen, ſi videlicet prior 

- Bajtiſmus non rite fuiſſet perattus, que res magnam illis invidiam 
conflavit; i. e. The Feſuites rebaptized all the Habeſſines, with 
rhis condition , namely , if their former Baptiſm was- not rightly 
performed , which thing occaſioned great troubles againſt them; 
Which troubles he reports, cap. 13. The Habeſſines hated 
them for nothing more than their repeating of their Baptiſm, as if 
before that they had been Heathens and Publicens, And is it not 
evident that Hypothetical Re-ordination will produce the 
ſame troubles here, when by this very ACt our Church plain- 
ly ſuppoſeth that they were not ordained before ? | 

- "But to make all this matter -plain, I will firſt ſet down 
the opinion of the Engliſh Presbyterians ; then the opinion 
of the Foreign Reformed Churches, 

1. For our Engliſh Presbyterians. T, C. the Ringleader 
of that Party having been'ordained by a Biſhop, is ſaid to 
have renounced his orders, 'and taken new orders from Pres- 
byters in Scotland. The Tratoytorings reordained Mr, Jobs 
Cuningham, formerly Prieſt by the Biſhop of Gal- 
loway. Ravil, rediv. p. 29. A whole Synod of the Puritans 
at Coventry, A. D. 1 y88, June 10, condemned Ordination by Bi- 
ſhops 4s unlawſul;, and farther declared the- very calling fe 
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ops unlawful. Bancroft's Engl. Scotizing. p, $5,. T..C. in his 
's Mecrveriy p, 127, 'defires rhe Biſhops tobe #64 afide from . 
ordaining Miniſters, and to bring in the true Elettion by the Can-" 
gregation, And in his Prayer before his Sermon at' Banbury, 
printed in the Life of, Archbiſhop Whizgift, p. 47. © Lord 
give us. grace and power all as one Man, to ſet our ſelves againſt 
the Biſhops: Apologerical Narrative. Irs a ſin to- takt Epiſcopal 
Orders, or to own the Authority of Biſhops. And ta mention 
no more; in the Solemn League and Covenant, the Presby- 
terians of both Nations ſwore to the Exrirpation of Prelacy, 
j. e, the government of the Church by Biſhops. And accor- 
dingy in Scotland, the Presbyterians have generally perſecu- 
ted all thoſe that had Epiſcopal Ordin#tion. 4e\ 

2. For the Foreign Reformed Churches, obſerve, 1f,That ' 
the Chnrches-of Denmark, and Norway ,' are goverfied* by 
Two Archbiſhops, and Fourteen Biſhops. - The Clivrches of 
Swedeland are governed by One Archbiſhop and Six Biſhops ; 
the Churches of Hungary and Tranſylvania are governed by 
Biſhops, the Reformed Churches: of Bohemia © have a fic- 
ceſſion” of Biſhops-as we in England, - 

Paſs we next to_ the Reformed Churches of Germany, 
which are in effeft governed by Biſhops, whom they call 
Superintendants. Their Office is deſcribed in the Harmony 
of Confeſ, p. 227, to viſit Parochial Miniſters , to preſide in 
Synods, to examine and ordain Perſons fit for the Miniftry, &c. 
To which agreeth Carpzovins Furifp. Eccl; |, 1. Comenins in 
Armnot. ad rat, diſc. fratr. Bohem. where he obſerves that Sr. 
Hierom calls a' Biſhop Superintendant ; in Armenia the Bi-. 
ſhop is called+ Martaber , which ſignifieth - Superintendaar,' 
faith Rycaut Hiſt, of Arm. Churches, p, 392. And Zanc 
faith, that. the Proteſt ants have Biſhops and Archbiſhops, but that 
inſtead of good Greek, Names, they call them by bad Latine ones — 
Superjnt ts, and general Superimendants, And when in the 
Book of Policy ( A. D. 15S1. ) for the Kingdom of Scor- 
land, the Office of Superintendants is deſcribed ; it is in 
theſe Words, 


Imprimis, 
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is The Siperimendon of Orkney , bis Dioceſe ſhall © 


be the et of Orkney, &' wy 
Swperintendant of Rolle, his Diaceſ; ſhall be Roſſe, &c. 
| The Superintendant of Edenbrough, his Dioceſs ſhall be, 8c. 
. The Superintendant of Glaſcow, bis Dioceſs, &c. 

. In all Ten Syperintendaats for that Kingdom, 


Then follows the Fynftion and Power of the Superin- 
tendant, ——— He ſhalkplant and ereft Churches, order and ap- 
point Mimiſters , Viſit ,, &c. See; the Proceedings at Perth, p. 
14,,t5. And in all ſuch Churches, where they have Su- 
perintendants, there. is no--Qrdination allowed but by 


An, Account of the, Perſecnted in Scorlend, p. 58. There js 
. not 4 falſer: Propoſurion-in;the World, than that the Inclinations of 
the generality, of the People in Scotland are againſt Epiſcopacy, 
Ws gf have a Poll for it y- ey will , and you ſhall 
quickly ſee. the "Demonſtration. Of | the Vulgus, the Commo-. 
kara not a Third Man throughout the; whole {4 1s 4, Pres- 
byterjan.——— And of Perſons of better Quality and Education, 
nor 4 Thirteenth, ———In all the Country on . the North of Tay, 
there never was above "Three or Four Meeting» Houſes, and theſe 
roo very little frequented, At Perth, where a Presbyterian Miniſter 
bath got -the-Church, not One in Ten go to hear bim, not one of 
the iſtrates. The like at Cowpar in Fife, at St. Andrews, 
Sterling, Burnt-Ifland, &c, Even'in Edenbrough, the Pres- 
byterian. Miniſters are not-ſo much frequented. as the Regular 
Clergy ;, —+— Whatever Friends the Presbyterians there bad. a 
Year or Tm agoe, they arethis day diminiſhed þy a Third ;, the Peo- 
. ple have: enough of their Cant , and are weary of their Ser- 


mons, L 
2 Thoſe Reformed Churches that are' not governed. by 


Biſhops, earneſtly deſire them. To this ſe , the; Scorriſh, 
Forbs in his "ne dacy Printed A. D. —_— NN hath theſe 
Words. Such was the condition of Proteſtants in many Foreign 
Parts, that being forced by utmoſt neceſſity, they allowed Presby- 
ters .t0-ordain ;, they heartily wiſh'd that they might be _— 
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Biſbops har how weary 12: Vai 
Countrics the.Presbyters-and Pars bad yi ws 
Chriſtian i. &, Reformed Churches, ' This hey 
any-conmemprt: of the antiear; Cnoms 5 Ve 
necefſit y, -a5-«apponts fron the 4 7 
for oO Me ag v3 4 

d .that "we cava 0 en 
Fea Politic ; and degrees” wi the Churth D 
(i. e. Popith,) compel our Prieſts to rembunte "their Doty 
Wherefore in ſome-Places this Pol:tie is- 
ly.xefprea-t0 keepy bib we' dechard 
thet've ſuboldbuot be imqutedit) ns; that 4 oh 
at the'Synod of Dors,'an' 
uſefulneſs. of being governed by -Biſh 4 
reſy and Schifm,'&c..the- Prelident df the Synod made an- \ 
ware w00-jo happy. 


ſer, Noz 1001 [amis 4deev: elicet, 1,214fe 
Perer Moudin"in' Ns Pr EaHOR er'to-Pers 
yon, tells ns, : rh. clay. waue'of) Biſhaphl is thit- French (brth wit 
the meceſſuy of their oonditidn, jrpaſrs/ oy Ueſire Thy fan GONE 
ment we Goes 1 England, if they be. fo nes Foe 
they moved Cardinal Rithlies? to , - her Fiſhops ;- he flatly 
genied mmhem ; ——— They dh & of the Civil Power 
a.toltration of . Biſhops, —— So 4 tk 'Poltirh, Stateſmen whn'd mover 
ive way £0 it ; ——vothing bat more © ed by the 
ope wi his .Creatares.,; thax that the os daxerty ooo {Sir 
Biſhops, The Apology for Proteſtants, written by a 'Frvch 
Divine, p. 60. This may ſafe to ſatisfy-the Seruples of thoſe 
that take offence at Epiſcopal Government , we have cleared the 
Point of Epiſcopacy, —— p, 62. The Ordlination of Prins 
Bo be without yr is) Biſhops work; 'p. 63; The Su 
of ; Biſhops to Pafors b has continued 'from the very time 0 the = 
poftles or their Diſciples, as is already made appear. And there. 
fore in ov the Papiſts have always laboured the De- - 
ſtruſtion of our Biſhops as zealonſly and (heartily as the 
carr themſelves. 
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'- contented that there were 
er Pricſts (in Engla -—_ Paine, no Biſho s, Dr. 
Pref. to the Unreaſon.. of Separation, p. 9. The 
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hope Mr. 
el ion, the Papiſts had a Hand in caſt - 
Sd end this undoubted Truth with the 


ok Romiſh Party, a {Rene ieſelf hey 7 their Io Peans 
upon the Ting of +. and ſaid Trium £9 now is the day 
oxrs, row is the fatal blow given to the. Proteſtant Religion 1n 
England. Upon' which account, we have great realon to 
believe that the Romaniſts have uſed their utmoſt endea- 
vours to hinder the Reformed of France from having Biſhops 
as they heartily.deſired. 

3. Ler us ſee what opinion the Eminent. Divines of 
the Foreiga - Reformed Chorches have of our r Engliſh Bi- 
hops. - 


af. Calvin in his Book de ot ref, If they will give us 
ſuch an Hicrarchy in which the Biſhops. do not refuſe to be ſubje(} 
NINE xo him for their only bead, ( i. &.) in- oppo- 


ſition 
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ſition to the Pope ) ad be wnited' t0 the trith of the Goſpels 
then if there be. any that do not reverence ſuch Biſhops, and fub- 

mit to them, 1 o_ 

ſerve; and in his Epiſtle to the Duke of Somerſer, &c, he 

cotmmends our Engliſh Biſhops as ſuch. : 
24. Bucer de Regno Chriſti. We ſee by the perpetual Obſer+ 

wation of the Church from the Apoſtles time, that it pleaſed the 

Holy Ghoft to have one Perſon 7. over the Presbyters 5 ta have 

the care of the Church and govern it, atid therefore” he 'is Cal- 


led a Biſhop. And again in his Works, p. 565. Theſe Orders 


of Biſhops, Prieſts and Deacons have ever brew in the Charth 
by the appointment of the Holy Ghoſt, And again in reſp. pro- 
teſt. apud Goldaſt. Torn, 2. which Bucer was the Author- of. 
How much ' miſchief the Reformed "Churches + have: ſuffered 
for want of Biſhops, no one can eaſily find Words to expreſs. 
(Forbs. p. 132.) 
34. Beza in Ep, p. 18. Speaking of Biſhops, Prieſts and 
Deacons, adds, the Holy Ghoſt appointed thoſe Orders, Contra 
Saray, ad 518, Art. 3. If England continue to keep ber Biſhops 
and Arch-Biſhops , let her enjoy that ſingular Bleſmg of God, 
which 1 wiſh they may always have. And again, (If there be 
any that rejeft all ſort of Epiſcopacy, God forbid that' any but 
Mad Men ſhould joyn with them, 
4th. Spanheim in Epiſt. ad dub. Evang. Wiz. A Geneva 
phey have a great eſteem for the Engliſh Biſhops, and daily pray 
for their Proſperity. Mev it" 
5th. Le Moyne from Leyden, publiſhed by Wyn. oe. 
p. 405. As for the Epiſcopal Government of England, *s 
there in it that is dangerous, or may alarm Mens Conſciences ? 
and if this be capable to deprive us of Heaven, who- is there 
that entred there for the ſpace of 1500 Tears ? for- all that 
time , - all the Churches in the World had no other Govern- 
ment, Cc." Te 
6th. When the Presbyterians had in their Solemn 
and Covenant condemned Epiſcopacy , the Mimiſters at Cha- 
renton, and ol the rp op Churches in France, the Pro- 
feſſors, Miniſters and Con of Geneva, yd other - Refor- 
med Churches in thoſe Part , vor ſa ſcandalized, \ as- that they: 
feared 


ſs there is no Anathema which they do vor” de- 


/ 
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feared it would bring an indelible Scandal ujon the Re- 
Formed Churches, &c. King Charles Large Declaration , 
Pr 75+ 


_ 4. When any of the Eminent Men of other Reformed 
Churches cenſured the Church of England, it was upon our 
being falſly repreſented to them, What Calvin wrote a- 
our Liturgy, was only upon the fight of the firſt E- 
ition of Edward the 6th's Common-Prayer Book ; and a 
Malicious Account he had received from ſome at Franch fort. 
Bex4 in his Letter to Archbiſhop Whitgift, March 8, 1921. 
Declared, that in his Writings touching Church Government, he 
ever oppoſe. the Routiſh Hierarchy , but never intended to jm- 
pugne the "Ecceſiaftical Polity of the Church of Erigland ; nor 
r0 exatt of them to frame themſelves after the pattern of our 
Presbyterial Diſciplene,——= be wiſheth that the boly College of our 
may for ever continue and maintain their Right and Title 
in the Churches Government , &c. And if Beza at any time 
wrote otherwiſe, he was abuſed by ſlanderous reports', which 
canſed bim to do it ;, ſaith Biſhop Bancreft in his Survey, p, 
141. And his Guefs we have confirmed by a Letter from 
Gualter to the Biſhop of Ely, A. D. 1572. and Printed by 
Archbiſhop Whitgift. - We admoniſhed your Adverſarics 
not to move any Gontention in the Charch for matters of ſo ſmall 
importance, and we thought the matter had 'been Buryed ; when 
contrary to all Mens expetations, there came Two Engliſh Men 
from , and bring from Maſter Beza (whoſe Ears they 
had before filled with forged Accuſations , Letters full of Com- 
"xs and defire that we would help the afflifted State of Eng- 
joyed 


and adviſed me to make 4 Fourney to you ;, to which was 
the of theſe two, who reported the ſame things to 
us, that they had done at Geneva, and ſet down in Writing ma- 
ny Superſtitions which they ſaid were now defended in England 
delivered you all from blame. — ——Since that time we have ha4 
nothing to do with thoſe lying #uſy-bodies , for not long after, it 
. plainly ed, that they went about , and were the chief Au- 
' thors of Diſturbances in the Palatinate Churches , and brought 


much 
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much trouble and diſquiet to them, Wherefore I beſeech you, that 
you world not have any ill opinion of Gualter, who bears a ſin- 
gular affettion to the Zngliſh, and 1s perſwaded of our exatt com« 
ſent and agreement , GC. 

In our late Civil Wars, Alton, and Georgins Hornins (un- 
der the Counterfeit Name of Honorins Reggins,) a Profeſſour 
at Leyden, and ſome others were hired to give a falſe and 
abuſive account of the Church of England to the Foreign 
Churches, and the very Aſſembly, of Divines at Weſtminſter, 
wrote a Letter, which was ſent to the Belgick,, French, Hel- 
vetian \and other Reformed Churches, to aſſure them, thar 
the King made it his buſineſs to root out the Proteſtant Re- 
, ligion, and uſed. all means poſlible to reduce the whole 
Nation to Popery, Bibl. Regia. p. 64. And of this we have 
as much reaſon to complain now as ever, it being. noto- 
riouſly known, that not long ſince, a Gentleman of conſt- 
derable quality made a Journey on purpoſe into France, to 
repreſent the Biſhops and Clergy of the Church of England 
as Popiſhly affefted, it being the lot of this Church to be 
miſrepreſented by Men of Deligns and Malice, for both Pa- 
piſts and Fanaticks, as may beſt ſerve the turns of its Ene- 
mies in different Seaſons. 

5. Let us ſee what opinion the Univerſal Church hath 
of ſuch as in oppoſition to Biſhops,” are ordained by 
__—_ - the 3 of wn by = ni called Apoſtles Ca- 
nons, 1 Presbyter deſpiſe his Biſhop , and ſet up ſeparate 
Meetings, let him be Depoſed, and the People FetDnmencared, 
The 5th _ hi the gy at -m_ mite] that if 

resbyter deſpiſmng ms Biſhop , ſeparate himſelf from the 
th _ make Meetings of his Fa «wa the 04 and Se- 
cond Admonition, be ought to be condemned, and not allowed to 
Preach, and if he ſtill go on to diſturb the Church , he ought to 
be puniſhed by the Secular Power , as a Seditiou Perſon. This 
Canon is received into the Code of 'the Canons of the Uni- 


verſal Church, and was confirmed in the 4th general Coun- 
cil at Chalcedon, At 4. 


H 2 Athana- | 
fy ; 
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' Athanaſius im bis 2d Apology teHs - us, that Colnrhrs 4 
Presbyrer paſſing by -the Biſhop of Alexandria, ordained. 
ſeveral Perſons , all bis Ordinations were declared void, and all 
that he had ordained, were reduced to. the order of Laicks. And 
I want an inſtance of any one Reformed Church in the 
World., where Biſhops are eſtabliſhed., that Ordination by 
Presbyters in- oppoſition to them, is allowed as valid ; and 
I think the Church of Rome is the only Church in the 
World that being governed by Biſhops, allows of Presby- 
terian Ordination, not regularly and of courſe, but by an ex- 
travrdinary faculty fram the Popes inexhauſtible Power. Of 
which, ſee Willet in Synopſs Papiſ. controv. 16, q 2, Theol, Rhem, 
in 1 Tim. 4,14. Forbeſii Iren. p..176, 177, 178, 179. where 
he largely proves it from the Canonifts, Schoolmen, &c, 
1 am ſure the Papiſts have often objected it to us, that we 
have no Prieſts , becauſe we have no Biihops, (Bancroft's 
Survey, fp. 166,)' and have taken a great deal.of Pains to 
ſet about the Nags-Head Fifttion, and deftroy the order of 
our Biſhops ; which ſhews how-glad they would be to have 
them all deſtroyed. 

Laſtly, ſuch Eminent Divines of the Foreign Churches 
that have come into England, and had only Ordination by 
Presbyters; and received Preferment here, have readily and 
willingly received Epiſcopal Ordination ; and now it hath 
pleaſed God to ſend over ſo many French Miniſters into 
our Kingdom, I do not find but that they readily and 
chearfully comply with .our preſent Eſtabliſhment in this 
particular alſo : From all which it's evident, that the Pres- 
byterians will not comply with Hypothetical Reordination ; 
that in moſt of the Proteſtant Churches, they are not or- 
dained but by Biſbops, or Superintendents ;, that where they 
have neither, they heartily wiſh for them and deſire them, 
and account Ordination by Presbyters:in oppoſition to Bi- 

to be Schiſmatical, and-not allowed in any Proteſtant 
Church in the World ; and by conſequence our doing it in 
England, cannot be a likely way to promote the Peace nnd V=- 
#ion of the Proteſtant Churches. 
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_ A ſet Form of. Prayer was ſerioufly oppoſed by the Pres= 
byterians' at-the Saviy,, who'p;, 23. tells us, that ſerions God- 
lineſs is like to be extinguiſhed , if only Forms be allowed:'in the 
Church ; and p. 55. The Abatement of Ceremonies , with the 
Excluſion of all Prayers , but what are Read will not ſatisfie. us, 
The Author of a Letter te the Convocation, would have 
many of our Prayers and Services left to the diſcretion and 
choice of the Miniſter, p. 21, 22. And the Lords and Com- 
mons, 4. D. 1644, and 1648, ordained, That if any Perſon uſed. 
the Common Praycy Book,, he ſhall forfeit for the 1ft Offence 5 1. 
for the 24 101. and for the 3d Offence a Years Impriſonment ; 
—— and every Miniſter that ſhall not fkriftly uſe the Direfto- 
ry, ſhall forfeit the- Sum of Forty Shillings ;* and whoever” ſhall 
Preach, Write or Print againſt it , ſhall forfeit betwixt 5 1, and 
5O |. | 


The Churches of Denmark, Swedeland, *'Saxomy and all o- 
ther of the Ausbwrg Contellion , have their ſer Liturgies, 
and forms of publick Worſhip -yea the Churches of France, 
Genevs and Holland have their ſet Prayers compoſed - by 
Calvin himſelf ; as Luther "compoſed Pra for the Ger- 
man Churches, and Zuinglins for thoſe of Zurick. The Di- 
vines of Holland in Synopſ. pur. Theol. Diſp. 36. Sett. 33. de- 
clare ſet Forms not only lawful, but __ profit able. ——— The 
attention of Auditours 1s much helped by having a conſtant form. 
Some of the 'Churches of Zealand thus declared themſelves 
to our *Engliſh {Presbyterians, We account it grievoss to con- 
demn all thoſe Churches which from the Apoſtolical times, ant 
the Primitive Church to this day have celebrated the publick wor- 
ſhip of God, by preſcribed Forms ;, — wherefore we blame the pre- 
cife ſingularity of thoſe , who. caſt ont all Forms out of Divine 
Worſhip,——— In almoſt all the. Reformed Churches, "Church-Lj- 
turgies , and Forms of Prayers are approved ai profitable , and 
conducing to Edification. ' Capellus Profeſlonr! of .\Sammrs 'in 
France, — in Theſes Salm. A ſet Formof Liturgy is highly uſe- 
ful and neceſſary, —— bath been always uſed in al the Chriſtian 
Churches in the World for above 1300 Tears, ant now 43 uſed 

every 


| (-$4.3 

© every where , except only by ſome Upſtarts in England , &c. 
| The Greek Church, 9.0 Coptic Eebjopick, and all the 
| Eaſtern Churches have ſet Forms of Prayer. Calvin. Epiſt, 
87. I do very much approve of a ſet Form of Prayer and Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Rites, that it be ſo certain, as that the Miniſters ſhall 
not recede from it, — that hereby the levity of ſome Innova- 
tors may be bindred, there ought to be a ſet Form of Prayer, &c, 
Baxter himſelf in his Def. of the Cure of Diviſions, p. gs. 
He op [eparateth from all Churches amongſt us on the account 
of the unlawfulneſs of our Liturgy , doth ; +hnck from them on 
@ reaſon common to all , or almoſt all Chriſtian Churches upon 
Earth, 


As to the Prayer before Sermon, Calvin conſtantly uſed 
the ſame Form ſaith Bez4 in his Life, it's Printed at begin- 
ning of his Sermons on Job, ſo had St. Auftine after Ser- 
mon, The Miniſters of France , Geneva and Holland uſe a 
ſet Form before Sermon, Lavater of the Rites of the 
Church of Zurich ſaith, ?Tis not the cuſtom of that Church for . 
the Preacher to contrive new Forms of Prayer , and repeat them 
in the Publick, Aſſemblies, but to keep the uſual one. And Durell 
tell us, that there is not one Miniſter in France but bath made 
ro bimſulf 4 ſet Form of Prayer, which he conſtantly uſeth before 
Sermon , and no other. So that in this alſo , our Presbyte- 
rians art ſingular, that they affeft Novelties and exrerpore 
Expreſſions and Variations in their Prayers before Sermons ; 
I ſay they are ſingular, and different from the Paltours of 
moſt of the Reformed Churches in the World. 


I know it's objefted againſt our Liturgy, that it's taken 
out of the Maſs Book, as if the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
or other parts of our Service, were the worſe for being 
found there alſo z but yet thoſe that have ſtriftly exami- 
ned this , find the ObjeCtion falſe, Z"Eſtrange in his Alli- 
ance, &c, p. 30. The beginning of our ng-Prayer, Senten- 
: ces, Exhortations, Confeſſion , Abſolution , ſing the Deca- 
logne, &c, are not to be. found in the Maſs Book, nor any " 

| P! 
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piſh Service. And Dr. Stilling fleet in- Antiq. Br. ch. p. 232. Al 
theſe parts are retained in the excellent Office of our Charch, 
wot from the Church of Rome' ( as our Diſſenters weakly ima- 
Line, ) but from the conſent of all the ancient Churches in the 
uſe of them, 8c. And p. 237. From which diſcovery it will ap- 
pear , that our Church of England hath omitted none of thoſe 
Offices, wherein all the ancient Churches agreed, and that wherein 
the Brittiſh avd Gallicane Churches differed from the Roman ; 
our Church hath not followed the Roman, but rhe other , and 
therefore our Difſemers do unreaſonably charge us with taking our 
Offices from the Church of Rome. And therefore the R- 
maniſts have ever been as zealous in oppoſing our Common- 
Prayer, as the Presbyterians themſelves ; Mr. Harding , 
John Onuld, and other Papiſts wrotg, Books againſt it. Se- 
veral of our Martyrs were put to Death in Queen Marie? 
Dayss, for uſing the Book of Common-Prayer, ſaith Fox 
im As & Aon, And the Author of Calvino Tarciſmus, Þ. 
360, hath theſe words. The Engliſh Liturgy, as to the 1s 
ſtance of it, is more corrupt than the Turkiſh Alcoran ; as to the 
Form, it in great meaſure agreeth with it, And it's not pro- 
bable that the Papitts would thus abuſe a Book that was {b 
like to their own Maſs, as the Presbyterians would- have it. 
Qur Common-Prayer Book is now printed in Ten ſeveral 
Languagez, which cannot be ſaid of any other Liturgy in 
the World ; and fo great was the eſteem our Forefathers 
had of it, that, 1 find in the Rea of Qreen Elizabeth, Cop- 
pin and Thacker were both pandhed for publiſhing Brown's 
Book againſt the Common-Prayer. And now if all. the 
Proteſtant Churches in the World have their {t Litnrgies, 
it muſt needs te a very improbable way ta promote the 
Peace and Union of the Reformed Churches, by deſtroy- 
ing the Liturgy we have always uſed: 


And to paſs by: other things, moſt of the Reformed 
Churches have declared in their Confeſſions of Faith, that 
no Separation ought to be made for different Rites and-Ce- 
remonies, where there is an agreement in Doctrine. See 

| Pref. 
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*Pref. ad Confeſſ. Helv. & 4rt, 17, 27. Conf. Gallican, Art. 32; 
Bhoem. c. 15. Argent. c. 14. Auguſtana, Art. 7. Polon, p, 220, 
Calum, Hei l. 4.10, [. 27. Is fo far from cougemning 
Rites and Ceremonies, that he would have them in every Church 
. be fix'd and certain, without which the Nerves and Sinews of 

« Church will quickly. be diſſolved, &c: OEcolampadius in his 

Epiſtles, p. .169,-177,.182, 184. 1s vehement in preſſing every 
pariiculgr Church to an UVnifurmity in ; Ceremonies, . 4 tho 
they are different in ſeveral Countries, yet all that are ſubje&+ 
to the ſame Goverment ſhould be bound to the ſame Rites, &Cc. 
And how little theſe eminent Reformers agree with our 
new Modellers, will appear from the Letter to the Con- 
vocation, Þ. 9-.. 1f any of the Laity. ſcruple the, Croſs in Ba- 
ptiſm, the, Miniſter. may be permitted t9 Baptize without it >, or 
if kneeling at the Sacraftent, the Perſon. ſcrupling may have it 
delivered him in another Poſture, ' and ſo for God-fathers, p. 15. 
Let a Rubrick, be inſerted before the Atharaſian,Creed, ſigni- 
fying that the Creed may be read, (or may 'bÞ tet alone) or 
with -an alias, this or, the Nicenc, p, 21. Let. the Litany be left 
to the diſcretion of the . Miniſter to read or omit ;, tet it be left 
to bis diſcretion. one day to-read one part, and another day an- 


alone on Wedneſdays and Fridays x, ſo Preface to the DireCto- 
ry complain'd, that they were urged to read all the Prayers, 
And after this manner -we myſt have. nothing fix'd and 


f. 18. Is propoſed, that the Sunday Seruice , be ſhortned, p. 19. 


Its 
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Jts 4 tedious and prolix Service; which, tho it agreed with 
-the complaints of the Presbyterians, A. D. 1603. IWhe 
then deſired the long ſomneſs of the Service to be abridged; yer 
"doth ſo little ſuir with our later long-winded Presbyte- 
rians, that at the — 1660. P. 9. They complain of the 
Brevity of the Common-Prayer-Book, and therefore deſire to have 
leave to pray more copiouſly and þ. 55. They complain'd 
of too many Prayers, not too muchy fo that ſhould we in 
complyance with this ProjeQor, have ſhortned our Prayers ; 
we ſhould have diſpleas'd, not ſweetned the Presbyterians 
' to -a Complyance. If we look upon the moft eminent 
Proteſtant Princes that we have had, they were all for 
ſtrict Conformity. Queen Elizabeth would have the Diſ- 
cipline of the Church of England, of all Men duly obſervd, 
without alteration of the leaſt Ceremony: Life of Arch-Biſhop 
Whizgift, p. 29. And King James the Firlt in his Proclama- 
tion, the firſt Year of his Reign, -We admoniſh all Mer that 
they ſhall not cagyg, nor attempt any further alteration in the 
Common- Prayer We are not ignorant of the Inconveni- 
ences that ariſe in Government, by admitting - Innouatjons, in 
things once ſettled by mature Delibaration, , and how; ne ary 
it 15 to uſe Conſtancy —— Such is the unquietneſs of ſome, Dis 
ſvoſtions, affeBting every Tear new Forms. -Our frequent al- 
terations of our Religious Rites, hath - org jolly laugh'd 
at by Foreigners, Eraſmus for this very Thing derided 
the Engliſh ia his time, and Cardar in Tetrgh, c.. 2. Tex.1 2, 
faith, That the Engliſh are ſtill changi 18 their Rues ghd Manners 


,4Nc often 


of Religious Worſhip, ſometimes. to the better, 81d very often 
4 » Epiſe,; 118, 


to the worſe. Not to: mention what St. As 
adjan. obſery'd, Ipſa mutatio conſuetudines etiam que adiuvat 
utilitate, novitate perturbat, i. e... The very change F, a Cuſtom, 
tho to the better, breeds, a diſturbance by its novelty: Malum 
[politicum?] bene poſitngn, non eft movendum. 


In fine, - give me leave to repeat what. the” | >enious 
Lord Faulkland long ſince told us, viz. That all Pr tions 
are dangerons, even where. what introduced by >, Mu: 
I | | 


_ tation 
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tatſon, is ſnrch as wonld have been wery profitable upon a 
primary Foundation ;, and it is none of the leaſt Dangers of 
Change, that all the Perils and Ingonveniences that it Irin s, 
cannot be foreſeen; and therefore ſuch as make Title to Wie 
dom, will not undergo great Dangers, but for great Nt« 
mag » ſuch as cannot, I preſume, be here preten-« 


Upon all which Accounts its evident that-the Convoca- 
tions complying to make the Alterations propoſed, is the 
moſt probable way to diſpleaſe moſt of the Foreign Pro- 
teſtants that are now in League with us, and make vs 
no longer eſteem*d, as we hitherto have been, the very 
Center of Union. | 


I will add bbt one Reaſon why we ſhould not make 
theſe Alterations for the ſake of our own Diſſenters, and 
that is, becauſe they are reſolved they w& have no Union 
with us; but whenſoever we are my up ne to unite 
with them, they run farther off, and be ſure make freſh 

nts of ' theſe very Chan and ſteps towards 
_ ma 1 = = Mr. Baxter 
before, an ared frequent- 

our old Epiſcoparian Divines, had 
have been Nonconformiſts, and that 
ifterial Conformity harder than 

- of Cure of Divi. p. H The Presbyterians at 
(after P. 38-) complain the paxcity of Conceſſions, 
aid to be 600) again, In one of your Cons 

you imtend to accommodate with 
an beal the Breach. When about 


| for Peace, put out 
ypon the Church of England, Dr. Srl. 
p. 36. In Scotland the Pref. 
League, and Covenant to the 
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"People, and made them Swear never to hedy the Orthoalixe Ati 
miſtry more, and gave ther the Sacrament \therenvon, Ravil. 
-Redivap. 29, The like is-ſaid ro batie bets lately" dont at. Not- 
thampron, and ſome other Places. 23 It-+ 


.: And how have they behaved themſelves in this:junfure, 
we may take it from one of the - Promoters. of: Al- 
terations, in his' Letter for the Bill of Union, p. 4. 7 do 
own, that in ſome of the Diſſenters there is more then an ap- - 
pearence of Aver ſion to this Bill of Union, or elſe Books level- 
led againſt Liturgy and Epiſcopacy would not come ont as they 
do, in this p juniture, freſh from the Preſs. 


Jn In a Word, There are two Things that have formerly _ 
made the Govern is 
ters, 1, Their Diſloyalty. 2, Their readineſs upon allJOc- 9 
caſions to joyn with the Popiſh Intereſt againſt the Church 
of England, og they famouſly did in the Year 1588} at 
the time of the Spaniſh Invaſion; and again. 1688, in- the 
late Reign of King Fames II, as appears From ir nume- 
rous Addreſſes; their Complyances with g 
Power; their Promiſes to take -off the Teſt and | 
Laws; their new Ordinatioas-z -and.their great m__ 

F both in Pulpit and Preſfs,.t <, —_} "n the 

teſtant Religion, againſt the many Writings © Papiſts; * 
two Tratts only amongſt the numerous Diſſenters, oo 
upon the ſevereſt computation, been found. publiſh't by 
them, during the whole Reign of that King; we had 
great reaſon to hope that theſe Failings had been both 
mended, eſpecially at a time that Po was diſcouraged, 

1 and the Government had been ſo kind to the nt 

'J 1 Diſſenters; and yet behold quite contrary to all ſober 
Mens Expectations, tho there are but two Things re- 
quired-of -att 'that are Hearers im Conventictes;-in-order 
to a full Toleration, 1. An Oath of Allegiance and Fide- 
lity to the King and Queen. 2. Making and ſubſcribing 
a Declaration againſt Popery, and ſo giving ſatisfation -- 
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